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How did the United States, founded as colonies with explicitly religious aspirations, come to be the first
modern state whose commitment to the separation of church and state was reflected in its constitution? Frank
Lambert explains why this happened, offering in the process a synthesis of American history from the first
British arrivals through Thomas Jefferson's controversial presidency.

Lambert recognizes that two sets of spiritual fathers defined the place of religion in early America: what
Lambert calls the Planting Fathers, who brought Old World ideas and dreams of building a "City upon a
Hill," and the Founding Fathers, who determined the constitutional arrangement of religion in the new
republic. While the former proselytized the "one true faith," the latter emphasized religious freedom over
religious purity.

Lambert locates this shift in the mid-eighteenth century. In the wake of evangelical revival, immigration by
new dissenters, and population expansion, there emerged a marketplace of religion characterized by sectarian
competition, pluralism, and widened choice. During the American Revolution, dissenters found sympathetic
lawmakers who favored separating church and state, and the free marketplace of religion gained legal status
as the Founders began the daunting task of uniting thirteen disparate colonies. To avoid discord in an
increasingly pluralistic and contentious society, the Founders left the religious arena free of government
intervention save for the guarantee of free exercise for all. Religious people and groups were also free to seek
political influence, ensuring that religion's place in America would always be a contested one, but never a
state-regulated one.

An engaging and highly readable account of early American history, this book shows how religious freedom
came to be recognized not merely as toleration of dissent but as a natural right to be enjoyed by all
Americans.
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From reader reviews:

Carol Boissonneault:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are
really reading whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like looking at a book? Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will want this The Founding Fathers and the Place of Religion in
America.

Latosha Page:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How people have
to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book.
Studying a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Founding Fathers and the
Place of Religion in America book because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Christopher Riley:

This book untitled The Founding Fathers and the Place of Religion in America to be one of several books
this best seller in this year, this is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will
easily to buy this specific book in the book retailer or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read this book in your
Smart phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this book from your list.

Charles Felton:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it
in e-book means, more simple and reachable. That The Founding Fathers and the Place of Religion in
America can give you a lot of pals because by you considering this one book you have factor that they don't
and make anyone more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This publication offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't know, by knowing more
than other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let me have The Founding Fathers and the Place of
Religion in America.
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