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Just when I thought there was nothing more I could know about St. Francis, this lovely book fell into my
hands. John Haule brings together good Franciscan history, excellent psychology, and a profound
understanding of spirituality in one 'ecstatic' study. Read and be satisfied.
?Fr. Richard Rohr, O.F.M., Center for Action and Contemplation, Albuquerque, New Mexico

"There seems to be an inexhaustible interest in St. Francis and as many lenses for seeing him as there are
writers and artists who engage his simple, yet complex, personality. John Ryan Haule views Francis from
within his own Jungian consciousness, enriched by Buddhist and Muslim mysticism. The result is a rich,
multidimensional portrait of the transformation of the Saint of Assisi, one that many twenty-first century
readers will relate to.
? Murray Bodo, O.F.M, author of Landscape of Prayer and The Way of St. Francis.

In this fascinating account of St. Francis’ inner life, Haule, a Jungian analyst and student of Hindu Tantra,
shows that, like tantrikas, Francis relentlessly pursued the most disturbing experiences in life to achieve
higher states of consciousness?ecstasies in which he stood outside his ordinary self while contemplating and
living a higher reality. Francis embraced poverty and sorrows, cared for lepers and outcasts, begged for his
bread.

Fascinated early on by romantic and troubadour literature, Francis took “Lady Poverty” as his guide in love,
walking her path to change the world. She demanded that he change his whole nature, and he became the
beloved saint known today. Haule tells the story of Francis’ life from this point of view and looks at the path
of Lady Poverty, trying to understand what Francis meant by “perfect joy.” He also compares Francis’
relationship with Lady Poverty to that with Clare, who began the Franciscan sisterhood, revealing the erotic
element of his practice. The author goes on to examine Francis’ daily practice of prayer and meditation, the
states of consciousness he achieved, and how these bore fruit in his daily life. Finally, we come to the last
crisis of Francis’ life?the final embrace of God and the world?marked by the vision of the Seraph and the
appearance of the stigmata.

This is an important book for a deeper understanding of St. Francis and his spiritual life.
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From reader reviews:

Raymond Childers:

This The Ecstasies of St. Francis: The Way of Lady Poverty book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have
it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book will be information inside
this publication incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of
information you will get. That The Ecstasies of St. Francis: The Way of Lady Poverty without we know
teach the one who reading it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't become worry The Ecstasies
of St. Francis: The Way of Lady Poverty can bring when you are and not make your carrier space or
bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cellphone. This The
Ecstasies of St. Francis: The Way of Lady Poverty having great arrangement in word in addition to layout, so
you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Andrew Nixon:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
routine give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel
happy read one along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the The Ecstasies of
St. Francis: The Way of Lady Poverty is kind of guide which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Thomas Major:

The book untitled The Ecstasies of St. Francis: The Way of Lady Poverty contain a lot of information on the
item. The writer explains the girl idea with easy approach. The language is very straightforward all the
people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was published by famous author. The
author gives you in the new age of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can read
more your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation
you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice
study.

Victor Dinh:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but in addition novel and The Ecstasies of St. Francis: The Way of Lady
Poverty or even others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the good a book, you
feel want to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially.
Those ebooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In different case, beside science guide, any other
book likes The Ecstasies of St. Francis: The Way of Lady Poverty to make your spare time more colorful.
Many types of book like this.
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