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The plight of religious minorities in the Middle East is often attributed to the failure of secularism to take
root in the region. Religious Difference in a Secular Age challenges this assessment by examining four
cornerstones of secularism—political and civil equality, minority rights, religious freedom, and the legal
separation of private and public domains.

Drawing on her extensive fieldwork in Egypt with Coptic Orthodox Christians and Bahais—religious
minorities in a predominantly Muslim country—Saba Mahmood shows how modern secular governance has
exacerbated religious tensions and inequalities rather than reduced them. Tracing the historical career of
secular legal concepts in the colonial and postcolonial Middle East, she explores how contradictions at the
very heart of political secularism have aggravated and amplified existing forms of Islamic hierarchy,
bringing minority relations in Egypt to a new historical impasse. Through a close examination of Egyptian
court cases and constitutional debates about minority rights, conflicts around family law, and controversies
over freedom of expression, Mahmood invites us to reflect on the entwined histories of secularism in the
Middle East and Europe.

A provocative work of scholarship, Religious Difference in a Secular Age challenges us to rethink the
promise and limits of the secular ideal of religious equality.
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From reader reviews:

Gabriel Harris:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book Religious Difference in a Secular Age: A Minority
Report. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we know about how is
important some sort of book Religious Difference in a Secular Age: A Minority Report. You can add know-
how and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can
realize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About
simple factor until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, you can open a book or searching by
internet device. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's read.

Doreen Looney:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you really need something
to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't
have spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have time? What did
you do? Everyone has many questions above. They should answer that question since just their can do this. It
said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on jardín de
infancia until university need this kind of Religious Difference in a Secular Age: A Minority Report to read.

Karen Baskin:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book
this improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if
you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really feel happy read one
using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the Religious Difference in a Secular Age: A
Minority Report is kind of publication which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Cynthia Tso:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is
identified as of book Religious Difference in a Secular Age: A Minority Report. Contain your knowledge by
it. Without departing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most
significant that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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