
Jurors' Stories of Death: How America's Death
Penalty Invests in Inequality (Law, Meaning, and

Violence)
Benjamin Dov Fleury-Steiner

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0472098608
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0472098608
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0472098608


Jurors' Stories of Death: How America's Death Penalty
Invests in Inequality (Law, Meaning, and Violence)

Benjamin Dov Fleury-Steiner

Jurors' Stories of Death: How America's Death Penalty Invests in Inequality (Law, Meaning, and
Violence) Benjamin Dov Fleury-Steiner
"What is most extraordinary about Ben Fleury-Steiner's book is that it seeks to shed light on the 'black box'
of capital jury deliberations. Based on a remarkable social science survey of persons who served on capital
juries, this volume illuminates the workings of the most closely guarded secret in the criminal justice
system."
-David Cole, from the Foreword

"Perhaps the most powerful, routinely enacted civic ritual in American public life is that of capital
punishment. This state-sanctioned extirpation of human life in the collective pursuit of justice is a searing act
of civic pedagogy, made legitimate only by the deliberative endorsement of a small group of ordinary
citizens-the jury. In Jurors' Stories of Death, Benjamin Fleury-Steiner has taken a cold, hard look at how
these ordinary citizens come to terms with their extraordinary role, and how they rationalize their irreversible
decisions. The result is a chilling portrait of how we---that is, all of us Americans---constitute ourselves as a
political community."
-Glenn Loury, Director, Institute on Race and Social Division

"This illuminating and insightful examination of jury deliberations makes a terrific contribution to the study
of capital punishment. Fleury-Steiner's synthesis of sociological, legal and theoretical concepts with vivid
juror narratives and statistical data, thoughtfully animates and details how race and class consciousness
continue to shape America's death penalty."
---Bryan Stevenson, Professor of Clinical Law, NYU School of Law, Executive Director, Equal Justice
Initiative of Alabama

Jurors' Stories of Death is more than just another book on the death penalty; it is the first systematic survey
of how death penalty decisions are made.

Benjamin Fleury-Steiner draws on real-life accounts of white and black jurors in capital punishment trials to
discuss the effect of race on the sentencing process. He finds that race is invariably a factor in sentencing,
with jurors relying on accounts that deny the often marginalized defendants their individuality and
complexity, while reinforcing the jurors' own identities as superior, moral, and law-abiding citizens-a system
that punishes in the name of dominance. This biased story of "us versus them" continues to infuse political
rhetoric on crime and punishment in the United States even today.

Jurors' Stories of Death concludes with an original argument for abolition of the death penalty: If America
values multiculturalism and cultural diversity, it must do away with institutions such as state-sanctioned
capital punishment in order to begin to free itself from the racism and classicism that so insidiously plague
social relations today.
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From reader reviews:

Rachel Robertson:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book you read,
if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want sense happy read one
together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The Jurors' Stories of Death: How
America's Death Penalty Invests in Inequality (Law, Meaning, and Violence) is kind of guide which is giving
the reader unstable experience.

Juan Higgins:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity
are there when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then
do you try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the
particular book you have read is definitely Jurors' Stories of Death: How America's Death Penalty Invests in
Inequality (Law, Meaning, and Violence).

Dave Edwards:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are ride on
and with addition of information. Even you love Jurors' Stories of Death: How America's Death Penalty
Invests in Inequality (Law, Meaning, and Violence), you can enjoy both. It is very good combination right,
you still want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout fellas. What? Still
don't get it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Linda Henderson:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Jurors' Stories of Death: How America's Death
Penalty Invests in Inequality (Law, Meaning, and Violence) can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new
book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand-new era is
common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?
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