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Most readers and critics view Mexican American writing as a subset of American literature—or at best as
a stream running parallel to the main literary current. José Aranda now reexamines American literary history
from the perspective of Chicano/a studies to show that Mexican Americans have had a key role in the literary
output of the United States for one hundred fifty years.

In this bold new look at the American canon, Aranda weaves the threads of Mexican American literature into
the broader tapestry of Anglo American writing, especially its Puritan origins, by pointing out common ties
that bind the two traditions: narratives of persecution, of immigration, and of communal crises, alongside
chronicles of the promise of America. Examining texts ranging from María Amparo Ruiz de Burton's 1872
critique of the Civil War, Who Would Have Thought It?, through the contemporary autobiographies of
Richard Rodriguez and Cherríe Moraga, he surveys Mexican American history, politics, and literature,
locating his analyses within the context of Chicano/a cultural criticism of the last four decades.

When We Arrive integrates Early American Studies and Chicano/a Studies into a comparative cultural
framework by using the Puritan connection to shed new light on dominant images of Chicano/a narrative,
such as Aztlán and the borderlands. Aranda explores the influence of a nationalized Puritan ethos on
nineteenth- and twentieth-century writers of Mexican descent, particularly upon constructions of ethnic
identity and aesthetic values. He then frames the rise of contemporary Chicano/a literature within a critical
body of work produced from the 1930s through the 1950s, one that combines a Puritan myth of origins with
a literary history in which American literature is heralded as the product and producer of social and political
dissent.

Aranda's work is a virtual sourcebook of historical figures, texts, and ideas that revitalizes both Chicano/a
studies and American literary history. By showing how a comparative study of two genres can produce a
more integrated literary history for the United States, When We Arrive enables critics and readers alike to see
Mexican American literature as part of a broader tradition and establishes for its writers a more deserving
place in the American literary imagination.
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From reader reviews:

Vincent Ashworth:

The book When We Arrive: A New Literary History of Mexican America gives you the sense of being enjoy
for your spare time. You may use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to be your best friend
when you getting tension or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make looking at a book
When We Arrive: A New Literary History of Mexican America to be your habit, you can get a lot more
advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You
are able to know everything if you like available and read a guide When We Arrive: A New Literary History
of Mexican America. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other
people. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Joseph Sutton:

This When We Arrive: A New Literary History of Mexican America usually are reliable for you who want to
be a successful person, why. The reason of this When We Arrive: A New Literary History of Mexican
America can be on the list of great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple reading
through food but feed you actually with information that possibly will shock your preceding knowledge. This
book is usually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and
printed people. Beside that this When We Arrive: A New Literary History of Mexican America giving you
an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that could it
useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

David Brouwer:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this When We Arrive: A New Literary History
of Mexican America e-book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that may be
understand by anyone who also read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
publishing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still question When We Arrive: A New Literary
History of Mexican America as good book but not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one
guide that can break don't ascertain book by its protect, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick
this particular!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to another
sixth sense.

Brian Robinson:

A lot of book has printed but it is different. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is referred to as of book
When We Arrive: A New Literary History of Mexican America. You can add your knowledge by it. Without
leaving the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most
significant that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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