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Throughout the Civil War, newspaper headlines and stories repeatedly asked some variation of the question
posed by the New York Times in 1862, "What shall we do with the negro?" The future status of African
Americans was a pressing issue for those in both the North and in the South. Consulting a broad range of
contemporary newspapers, magazines, books, army records, government documents, publications of citizens’
organizations, letters, diaries, and other sources, Paul D. Escott examines the attitudes and actions of
Northerners and Southerners regarding the future of African Americans after the end of slavery. "What Shall
We Do with the Negro?" demonstrates how historians together with our larger national popular culture have
wrenched the history of this period from its context in order to portray key figures as heroes or exemplars of
national virtue.

Escott gives especial critical attention to Abraham Lincoln. Since the civil rights movement, many popular
books have treated Lincoln as an icon, a mythical leader with thoroughly modern views on all aspects of
race. But, focusing on Lincoln’s policies rather than attempting to divine Lincoln’s intentions from his often
ambiguous or cryptic statements, Escott reveals a president who placed a higher priority on reunion than on
emancipation, who showed an enduring respect for states’ rights, who assumed that the social status of
African Americans would change very slowly in freedom, and who offered major incentives to white
Southerners at the expense of the interests of blacks.Escott’s approach reveals the depth of slavery’s
influence on society and the pervasiveness of assumptions of white supremacy. "What Shall We Do with the
Negro?" serves as a corrective in offering a more realistic, more nuanced, and less celebratory approach to
understanding this crucial period in American history.
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From reader reviews:

Jacqueline Kang:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These are reading
whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem as well as exercise.
Well, probably you will want this "What Shall We Do with the Negro?": Lincoln, White Racism, and Civil
War America.

Carl Yeates:

Here thing why that "What Shall We Do with the Negro?": Lincoln, White Racism, and Civil War America
are different and reliable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good however it depends in the content
from it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. "What Shall We Do with the Negro?": Lincoln, White
Racism, and Civil War America giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any e-
book out there but there is no e-book that similar with "What Shall We Do with the Negro?": Lincoln, White
Racism, and Civil War America. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your personal eyes about the
thing that happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. It is easy to bring
everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your approach home by train. In case you are having
difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of "What Shall We Do with the Negro?": Lincoln,
White Racism, and Civil War America in e-book can be your alternate.

Shawn Midkiff:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of publication
you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense happy read one
together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the "What Shall We Do with the
Negro?": Lincoln, White Racism, and Civil War America is kind of guide which is giving the reader
capricious experience.

David Boggs:

"What Shall We Do with the Negro?": Lincoln, White Racism, and Civil War America can be one of your
beginner books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this book has good
vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nonetheless delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to set every word into delight
arrangement in writing "What Shall We Do with the Negro?": Lincoln, White Racism, and Civil War



America yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource
information that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information could drawn you into new stage
of crucial thinking.
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