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An important moment in American literary history takes life in this stunning biography of Jean Stafford, one
of the most successful, admired--and troubled--of the brilliant and influential midcentury circle of writers
and critics that included Allen Tate, Caroline Gordon, Peter Taylor, Delmore Schwartz, Randall Jarrell, and
Robert Lowell, Stafford's first husband. Ann Hulbert shows us how Stafford, raised in Colorado, the
daughter of a failed writer of Westerns, came of literary age in the East, yet fiercely maintained her
connection with her provincial background, forging the unique style that marked her highly acclaimed first
novel, Boston Adventure; her Masterpiece, The Mountain Lion; her third novel, The Catherine Wheel; and
the stories she published in The New Yorker and elsewhere, which were honored in 1970 with a Pulitzer
Prize. We follow Stafford through the early experiences to which she returned again and again in her fiction,
and which helped shape her disenchanted vision--her father's sudden loss of his fortune; her shame as an
adolescent, living in a boardinghouse in Boulder run by her mother; her aesthetic experimentation as a
member of the intellectually maverick "Barbarians" at the University of Colorado; her exciting but troubling
Wanderjahr in Nazi Germany, where she watched civilization crumbling. We see her take her place as a
forceful, attractive, witty, yet also insecure woman among a group of spirited young writers who were
learning from and challenging their older mentors--the increasingly powerful Southern critics and the
Partisan Review circle in New York. With her marriage to Lowell at twenty-four, she embarked on a
feverishly creative but ill-fated coursethat held auguries of his and his fellow poets' tragic paths: she
struggled with Catholicism, confronted domestic violence, battled with alcoholism and mental instability,
and throughout it all wrote formally impeccable fiction. And we see her as she finds some happiness with her
third husband, the writer A. J. Liebling, part of the New Yorker world that had become her home in the late
1940s. Throughout, we are made aware of Stafford's constant search for a bastion of order--a safe place, an
escape from the unsettling sense of vulnerability that engulfed her, an interior castle--from which to
approach her life and her art.
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From reader reviews:

Kenneth Tillman:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled The Interior Castle: The Art and Life of Jean Stafford. Try to make the
book The Interior Castle: The Art and Life of Jean Stafford as your buddy. It means that it can being your
friend when you feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for yourself. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know almost
everything by the book. So , let me make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Virginia Shrader:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the world,
exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't desire
do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Interior Castle: The Art and Life of
Jean Stafford. All type of book would you see on many sources. You can look for the internet resources or
other social media.

Walter Telford:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As
it is known to us that book is very important normally. The book The Interior Castle: The Art and Life of
Jean Stafford was making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The guide The Interior Castle: The Art and Life of Jean Stafford is
not only giving you a lot more new information but also to become your friend when you experience bored.
You can spend your personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with the book The
Interior Castle: The Art and Life of Jean Stafford. You never experience lose out for everything when you
read some books.

Daniel White:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Interior Castle: The Art and Life of
Jean Stafford is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you
want and want in this era.
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