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On October 19, 1876 a group of leading French citizens, both men and women included, joined together to
form an unusual group, The Society of Mutual Autopsy, with the aim of proving that souls do not exist. The
idea was that, after death, they would dissect one another and (hopefully) show a direct relationship between
brain shapes and sizes and the character, abilities and intelligence of individuals. This strange scientific pact,
and indeed what we have come to think of as anthropology, which the group's members helped to develop,
had its genesis in aggressive, evangelical atheism.

With this group as its focus, The End of the Soul is a study of science and atheism in France in late
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. It shows that anthropology grew in the context of an impassioned
struggle between the forces of tradition, especially the Catholic faith, and those of a more freethinking
modernism, and moreover that it became for many a secular religion. Among the adherents of this new faith
discussed here are the novelist Emile Zola, the great statesman Leon Gambetta, the American birth control
advocate Margaret Sanger, and Arthur Conan Doyle, whose Sherlock Holmes embodied the triumph of
ratiocination over credulity.

Boldly argued, full of colorful characters and often bizarre battles over science and faith, this book represents
a major contribution to the history of science and European intellectual history.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Jones:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress.
Some of you maybe will update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but
the problems coming to an individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This The End of the
Soul: Scientific Modernity, Atheism, and Anthropology in France is our recommendation to make you keep
up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Therese McGaha:

This The End of the Soul: Scientific Modernity, Atheism, and Anthropology in France is great publication
for you because the content and that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and have
to make decision every minute. This book reveal it info accurately using great plan word or we can say no
rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it
only will give you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with attractive delivering
sentences. Having The End of the Soul: Scientific Modernity, Atheism, and Anthropology in France in your
hand like having the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no guide that offer
you world within ten or fifteen second right but this publication already do that. So , it is good reading book.
Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that?

Veronica Mei:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of The End of the Soul: Scientific
Modernity, Atheism, and Anthropology in France can give you a lot of buddies because by you considering
this one book you have point that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This specific
book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that maybe your friend
doesn't learn, by knowing more than additional make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We
should have The End of the Soul: Scientific Modernity, Atheism, and Anthropology in France.

Barbara Erickson:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but also novel and The End of the Soul: Scientific Modernity,
Atheism, and Anthropology in France or others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how
the fantastic a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or perhaps
students especially. Those guides are helping them to include their knowledge. In different case, beside
science publication, any other book likes The End of the Soul: Scientific Modernity, Atheism, and



Anthropology in France to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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