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In the twentieth century, Americans have increasingly looked to the schools--and, in particular, to the
nation's colleges and universities--as guardians of the cherished national ideal of equality of opportunity.
With the best jobs increasingly monopolized by those with higher education, the opportunity to attend
college has become an integral part of the American dream of upward mobility. The two-year college--which
now enrolls more than four million students in over 900 institutions--is a central expression of this dream,
and its invention at the turn of the century constituted one of the great innovations in the history of American
education. By offering students of limited means the opportunity to start higher education at home and to
later transfer to a four-year institution, the two-year school provided a major new pathway to a college
diploma--and to the nation's growing professional and managerial classes.
But in the past two decades, the community college has undergone a profound change, shifting its emphasis
from liberal-arts transfer courses to terminal vocational programs. Drawing on developments nationwide as
well as in the specific case of Massachusetts, Steven Brint and Jerome Karabel offer a history of community
colleges in America, explaining why this shift has occurred after years of student resistance and examining
its implications for upward mobility. As the authors argue in this exhaustively researched and pioneering
study, the junior college has always faced the contradictory task of extending a college education to the
hitherto excluded, while diverting the majority of them from the nation's four-year colleges and universities.
Very early on, two-year college administrators perceived vocational training for "semi-professional" work as
their and their students' most secure long-term niche in the educational hierarchy. With two thirds of all
community college students enrolled in vocational programs, the authors contend that the dream of education
as a route to upward mobility, as well as the ideal of equal educational opportunity for all, are seriously
threatened.
With the growing public debate about the state of American higher education and with more than half of all
first-time degree-credit students now enrolled in community colleges, a full-scale, historically grounded
examination of their place in American life is long overdue. This landmark study provides such an
examination, and in so doing, casts critical light on what is distinctive not only about American education,
but American society itself.
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From reader reviews:

Edna Pilon:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading. Yep, by
reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain than other is high. For you
who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific The Diverted Dream: Community Colleges
and the Promise of Educational Opportunity in America, 1900-1985 book as starter and daily reading guide.
Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

June Ross:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading behavior give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want experience happy read
one together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular The Diverted Dream:
Community Colleges and the Promise of Educational Opportunity in America, 1900-1985 is kind of e-book
which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Tim Vazquez:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you read a book
you can get a lot of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, since book has a
lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have
read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you act like you
want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and also soon. The
The Diverted Dream: Community Colleges and the Promise of Educational Opportunity in America, 1900-
1985 provide you with a new experience in reading through a book.

Cheryl Lopez:

As we know that book is important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can know
everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This reserve The Diverted Dream: Community Colleges and the Promise of
Educational Opportunity in America, 1900-1985 was filled with regards to science. Spend your free time to
add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has different feel when they
reading a book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a publication. In
the modern era like today, many ways to get book you wanted.
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