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Sara Maitland's compelling human stories give voice to Chris Gollon's powerful contemporary sequence of
Stations of the Cross (painted from life and reproduced in the book in high-res colour images): a unique and
potent collaboration.

The Stations were commissioned for St John on Bethnal Green, a visually prominent London Anglican
church designed by Sir John Soane, the neo-classical architect who also created the Bank of England and the
Dulwich Picture Gallery. The church stands on the boundary between Hackney and Tower Hamlets and is
therefore in one of the more deprived and multi-cultural areas of the UK. In 2001 the congregation made the
extraordinary decision to commission a site-specific Stations of the Cross, the traditional 14 pictures of the
last day of Jesus' human life, used from the Middle Ages onwards for meditation and prayer (and established
in their usual form by St Francis of Assisi, who is also credited with introducing the better-known Christmas
crib scene - the two come out of the same spiritual tradition). Perhaps unexpectedly, they chose a
contemporary artist not best known for his religious works: Chris Gollon (see www.chrisgollon.com). The
Rector described the reasoning: "The church of St John on Bethnal Green has had a long-standing
involvement with people on the fringes of our society, the sort of people who often figure in Chris' paintings.
His work contains many religious allusions and forms, which do not suggest conformity but challenge. These
are the themes we wish to explore in this series of the Stations of the Cross and it is vital to have an artist
who is not "safe" but perceptive and unsettling in interpreting the traditions. Chris has our confidence on all
these counts."

It was a risky commission for everyone involved because at the time there was no money to pay Gollon, and
the stations have been paid for one by one by an odd variety of sponsors, including the parishioners
themselves, public art bodies and various private donors. By Easter 2008 the whole series was completed;
the sequence was first used on Good Friday when the pictures gained considerable media attention. The
commission for the Stations has taken 8 years to fulfil and they have been widely featured in national
broadsheets, arts press and all denominations of religious arts press. The paintings are now reflected in a
sequence of stories: first-person narratives by a well-known author who has been closely involved with the
project.
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From reader reviews:

Calvin Fischer:

This Stations of the Cross book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit
you receive by reading this book is information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get details which
is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. That Stations of the Cross without we
realize teach the one who studying it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry
Stations of the Cross can bring any time you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn into full
because you can have it within your lovely laptop even phone. This Stations of the Cross having very good
arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Steven Holloway:

The e-book with title Stations of the Cross has a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of
help after read this book. This particular book exist new information the information that exist in this
publication represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to learn how the
improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you inside new era of the syndication. You can read
the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Elizabeth Daugherty:

Stations of the Cross can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that
straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in language, easy
to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to set
every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Stations of the Cross yet doesn't forget the main position,
giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource data that maybe you can be certainly one
of it. This great information can easily drawn you into fresh stage of crucial pondering.

Travis Smith:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that query was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. Therefore
you know that little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should know
that reading is very important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update in relation to something
by book. Many kinds of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is Stations of the
Cross.
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