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This work is an in-depth analysis of the full breadth of Sojourner Truth's public discourse that places it in its
proper historical context and explores the use of humor and narratives as primary rhetorical strategies used
by this illiterate ex-slave to create a powerful public persona. The book provides a comprehensive survey of
the life of Sojourner Truth, and includes a unique and authoritative compilation of primary rhetorical
documents, such as speeches, songs, and public letters.

This is the only major work to date that analyzes the breadth of Sojourner Truth's public discourse. The
volume includes a complete and authoritative compilation of her extant rhetoric, including several versions
of the same speech, reports of her speaking appearances, public letters published by Truth in newspapers,
and songs written and performed by her as part of her public lectures. Three chapters address the rhetorical
dimensions of Truth's public persona. First, an historical survey contextualizes her life and speaking from
slave to reformer, placing into perspective the variety of experiences that comprised her background. Second,
an analysis of Truth's use of humor focuses upon how she employed the strategies of superiority and
incongruity in her refutation of opponents and the establishment of her own credibility. Third, a critique of
Truth's use of narratives in her discourse reveals how both her speeches and songs rely upon three
fundamental stories for their persuasive impact: her slave life and religious conversion, her use of the black
jeremiad to portray race differences, and her tales of woman's strength and moral conviction. The volume
concludes with a consideration of Truth's status as a folk legend and how she wished to be remembered.
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From reader reviews:

Jeraldine Thurman:

The book Sojourner Truth as Orator: Wit, Story, and Song (Great American Orators) make you feel enjoy for
your spare time. You need to use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to be your best friend
when you getting strain or having big problem with your subject. If you can make examining a book
Sojourner Truth as Orator: Wit, Story, and Song (Great American Orators) being your habit, you can get far
more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You
are able to know everything if you like open and read a guide Sojourner Truth as Orator: Wit, Story, and
Song (Great American Orators). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or
some others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

James Brown:

The knowledge that you get from Sojourner Truth as Orator: Wit, Story, and Song (Great American Orators)
could be the more deep you digging the information that hide in the words the more you get considering
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Sojourner Truth as Orator: Wit, Story, and
Song (Great American Orators) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in
certain way that can be understood by anyone who read it because the author of this reserve is well-known
enough. This particular book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand
then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having
this kind of Sojourner Truth as Orator: Wit, Story, and Song (Great American Orators) instantly.

Emil Townsend:

Beside this specific Sojourner Truth as Orator: Wit, Story, and Song (Great American Orators) in your
phone, it can give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge
you are going to got here is fresh through the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an older people
live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Sojourner Truth as Orator: Wit, Story, and Song (Great
American Orators) because this book offers to you readable information. Do you at times have book but you
seldom get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this inside your hand. The
Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want
to miss the idea? Find this book and read it from at this point!

Martha Holt:

You can find this Sojourner Truth as Orator: Wit, Story, and Song (Great American Orators) by check out
the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties
for your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only simply by written or printed and also can
you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking because of your
mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more



information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-
date. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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