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For much of his career, Johnny Cash opened his shows with the tagline, “Hello, I’m Johnny Cash.” This
introduction seemed unnecessary, since everyone in the audience knew who he was—the famous musical
artist whose career spanned almost five decades, whose troubled life on and off the stage received wide
publicity, and whose cragged face seemed to express a depth and intensity not found in any other artist,
living or dead.

For Cash, as for many celebrities, renown was the product of both hard work and luck. Often a visionary and
always a tireless performer, he was subject to a whirlwind of social, economic, and cultural countercurrents.
Nine Choices explores the tension between Cash’s desire for mainstream success, his personal struggles with
alcohol and drugs, and an ever-changing cultural landscape that often circumscribed his options.

Drawing on interviews, archival research, and textual analysis, Jonathan Silverman focuses on Cash’s
personal and artistic choices as a way of understanding his life, his impact on American culture, and the
ways in which that culture in turn shaped him. Cash made decisions about where he would live, what he
would play, who would produce his albums, whether he would support the Vietnam War, and even if he
would flip his famous “bird”—the iconic image of Cash giving the finger which is now plastered on posters
and T-shirts everywhere—in the context of cultural forces both visible and opaque. He made other decisions
in consultation with a variety of people, many of whom were chiefly concerned with the reaction of his
audiences.

Less a conventional biography than a study of the making of an identity, Nine Choices explores how Johnny
Cash sought to define who he was, how he was perceived, and what he signified through a series of self-
conscious actions. The result, Silverman shows, was a life that was often tumultuous but never uninteresting.
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From reader reviews:

Jesse Valles:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading addiction give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book that
will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of book you read,
if you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel happy read one
together with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The Nine Choices: Johnny Cash and American
Culture is kind of publication which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Staci Eager:

This Nine Choices: Johnny Cash and American Culture are usually reliable for you who want to become a
successful person, why. The reason of this Nine Choices: Johnny Cash and American Culture can be on the
list of great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed you
actually with information that probably will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is handy, you can
bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed people. Beside that this
Nine Choices: Johnny Cash and American Culture forcing you to have an enormous of experience for
example rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day task. So
, let's have it appreciate reading.

Carla Spiegel:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, as well
as playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read the book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a reserve. The book Nine Choices: Johnny Cash and American Culture it doesn't
matter what good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These people were enjoying
reading this book. If you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the particular e-book.
You can m0ore quickly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book
offers high quality.

Judy Bowen:

You could spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This Nine Choices: Johnny Cash and American
Culture is simple to create you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did
not get much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you easier to read
it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
one buys this book.
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