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Law and Justice as Seen on TV examines the impact, significance, and social and political problems raised
by the enormous onslaught of law-related television programming, both fiction and nonfiction, in the years
since the rise of live televised trials as major media events. The book weaves together the various
strands—media history and analysis, legal history and policy, and the national turn to the political right in the
last decades—which gave birth to this trend and has kept it thriving and growing, by leaps and bounds, to the
present day.

Beginning with the history of courtroom drama on TV and its various contradictions and shifts, since the late
1940s to the present, the book analyzes the various entertainment series and genres that have so proliferated
in recent years, giving special attention to such popular and influential series as "Law and Order" and
"Cops." The second section begins by charting the complex and contested history of the coming of cameras
to the courtroom and the way in which that legal decision led to televised trials and to the rise of Court TV. It
examines as especially interesting and important the major trials—such as those of the Menendez brothers,
O.J. Simpson, and Timothy McVeigh—which helped to shape the way television came to frame trials and
their social implications for public consumption. From there it examines major social issues—gender
violence, youth crime, family dysfunction, victims' rights which, with the rise of the courtroom as a major
political and television arena, have come to be viewed largely as legal issues to be discussed and determined
in legal terms by Americans in general.

Accessible and lucid, Law and Justice as Seen on TV concludes with an examination of the broad
implications of this social and cultural trend, closing with some thoughts about its expansion, on television
and in the actual legal arena, during the "war on terrorism" in the wake of 9/11.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Cash:

The book Law and Justice as Seen on TV make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make
your capable more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem
with your subject. If you can make examining a book Law and Justice as Seen on TV being your habit, you
can get a lot more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects.
You are able to know everything if you like open up and read a book Law and Justice as Seen on TV. Kinds
of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think
about this publication?

Betty Perez:

Do you one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
specific aren't like that. This Law and Justice as Seen on TV book is readable by simply you who hate those
perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without
leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer involving Law and Justice as
Seen on TV content conveys the idea easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the articles but it just different by means of it. So , do you continue to thinking Law and Justice
as Seen on TV is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Evelyn Nay:

Typically the book Law and Justice as Seen on TV has a lot details on it. So when you make sure to read this
book you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Tom makes some
research prior to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you will get the point easily after
looking over this book.

Lois Bottoms:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Law and Justice as Seen on TV
which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.
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