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Whether they focus on Thor's powerful hammer, the wailing Valkyrie, the palatial home of the gods - Asgard
- or ravenous wolves and fierce elemental giants, the Norse myths are packed with rowdy incident. But at the
centre of their cosmos stands a gnarled old ash tree, Yggdrasil, from which all distances and times are
measured. When the old tree creaks, Ragnarok - the end of the world and of the gods themselves - is at hand.
It is from this tree that Odin, father of the gods, hanged himself in search of the wisdom of the dead: a
disturbing image of divine sacrifice far removed from the feasting and fighting of his otherworld home,
Valhalla. And an image so problematic for thirteenth century Christians that they left it out when they wrote
the myths down.

From Asgard to Valhalla is the first book to show how and why the Norse myths have so powerfully
resonated from era to era: from Viking-age stories of ice and fire to the epic poetry of Beowulf; and from
Wagner's Ring to Marvel Comics' Mighty Thor. Heather O'Donoghue, who is an expert on Old Norse
culture, shows in what ways the Norse myths have impacted on the western mind, across the fields of
literature, art, music and politics. She considers the wider contexts of Norse mythology, including its origins,
medieval expression and reception in post-medieval societies right up to the present. From Asgard to
Valhalla is a book that will intrigue and delight anyone who is keen to understand how the Norse myths have
so profoundly shaped, and continue to shape, the western cultural heritage.
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From reader reviews:

Andre Roberts:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for us to
be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are really reading whatever
they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like examining a
book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well, probably
you'll have this From Asgard to Valhalla: The Remarkable History of the Norse Myths.

Lanell Sessions:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title From Asgard to
Valhalla: The Remarkable History of the Norse Myths suitable to you? The actual book was written by well
known writer in this era. The actual book untitled From Asgard to Valhalla: The Remarkable History of the
Norse Mythsis the main of several books this everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many
people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know just
before. The author explained their plan in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to
understand the core of this guide. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now.
So that you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Jennifer Lorenzo:

Reading a book to become new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When
you study a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what
types of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us
novel, comics, along with soon. The From Asgard to Valhalla: The Remarkable History of the Norse Myths
provide you with new experience in examining a book.

Brian Scheele:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-book
means, more simple and reachable. This particular From Asgard to Valhalla: The Remarkable History of the
Norse Myths can give you a lot of good friends because by you checking out this one book you have matter
that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to
get success. This book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more
than some other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us have From Asgard to Valhalla:
The Remarkable History of the Norse Myths.
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