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Ever since Christopher Columbus stepped off the Santa Maria onto what is today San Salvador, in the
Bahamas, and announced that he had arrived in the Orient, the Caribbean has been a stage for projected
fantasies and competition between world powers. In Empire’s Crossroads, British American historian Carrie
Gibson traces the story of this coveted area from the northern rim of South America up to Cuba, and from
discovery through colonialism to today, offering a vivid, panoramic view of this complex region and its rich,
important history.

After that fateful landing in 1492, the British, French, Spanish, Portuguese, Dutch, Danish, and even the
Swedes, Scots, and Germans sought their fortunes in the islands for the next two centuries. Some failed
spectacularly: a poorly executed settlement in Panama led the Scots to lose their own independence to
England. The Spaniards were the first to find prosperity, in Mexico but also along the islands. In Hispaniola,
Cuba, and Puerto Rico, they built grandiose cathedrals and extracted shipfuls of gold and silver, which
English, French, and Dutch pirates were happy to seize. But precious metals weren’t a sustainable
export—the colonizers needed something that was, and they would need hordes of slaves to cultivate it.

The Caribbean’s first cash crop, one indigenous to the New World, was tobacco, and it, along with sugar,
spurred expensive new addictions back in Europe. Gibson argues that immaterial exports were just as
important. No other region of the world has experienced such a vibrant mixing of cultures, religions, and
peoples—Africans, Europeans, Asians, and Amerindians created amazingly dynamic Creole societies that
complicated traditional ideas about class and race. By the end of the eighteenth century, seventy thousand
free blacks and mulattos lived in the British islands alone, and it was in the Caribbean that the world’s only
successful slave revolt took place—sparking the meteoric rise of Napoleon’s black counterpart, Toussaint
L’Ouverture, and the Haitian Revolution.

The Caribbean island of St. Eustatius had been the first to recognize the United States as a nation, but the
Americans were soon vying for their own imperial stronghold in the West Indies, attempting to control Cuba
and backing influential corporations, most notably United Fruit. In the twentieth century, most of the islands
broke from the imperial traditions that had lorded over them for four centuries: this would be the explosive
age of decolonization and “banana republics,” of racial riots and négritude, of Cold War politics and tourist
crowds.

At every step of her expansive story, Gibson wields fascinating detail to combat the myths that have
romanticized this region as one of uniform white sand beaches where the palm trees always sway.
Evocatively written and featuring a whole cast of cosmopolitan characters, Empire’s Crossroads reinterprets
five centuries of history that have been underappreciated for far too long.
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From reader reviews:

Irving Gaston:

The book Empire's Crossroads: A History of the Caribbean from Columbus to the Present Day make one feel
enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can for being
your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with your subject. If you can make
examining a book Empire's Crossroads: A History of the Caribbean from Columbus to the Present Day to get
your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about
many or all subjects. You could know everything if you like start and read a reserve Empire's Crossroads: A
History of the Caribbean from Columbus to the Present Day. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that,
science reserve or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Elizabeth Bello:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading. Sure, by
reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than other is high. For you who
want to start reading any book, we give you this Empire's Crossroads: A History of the Caribbean from
Columbus to the Present Day book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually
more than just a book.

Michael Brown:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled Empire's Crossroads: A History of the Caribbean from Columbus to the Present Day your brain will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will end
up your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a publication then become one contact form
conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get just before. The Empire's Crossroads: A History of the
Caribbean from Columbus to the Present Day giving you one more experience more than blown away your
thoughts but also giving you useful details for your better life on this era. So now let us demonstrate the
relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished studying it, like
winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Linda Barefoot:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's soul or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at
this time there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with
can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we



know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Empire's Crossroads: A History of the Caribbean from Columbus to
the Present Day can make you really feel more interested to read.
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