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Confucianism, A Habit of the Heart: Bellah, Civil Religion, and East Asia
Employs Robert Bellah’s notion of civil religion to explore East Asia’s Confucian revival.

Can Confucianism be regarded as a civil religion for East Asia? This book explores this question, bringing
the insights of Robert Bellah to a consideration of various expressions of the contemporary Confucian
revival. Bellah identified American civil religion as a religious dimension of life that can be found
throughout US culture, but one without any formal institutional structure. Rather, this “civil” form of religion
provides the ethical principles that command reverence and by which a nation judges itself. Extending
Bellah’s work, contributors from both the social sciences and the humanities conceive of East Asia’s
Confucian revival as a “habit of the heart,” an underlying belief system that guides a society, and examine
how Confucianism might function as a civil religion in China, Korea, and Japan. They discuss what aspects
of Confucian tradition and thought are being embraced; some of the social movements, political factors, and
opportunities connected with the revival of the tradition; and why Confucianism has not traveled much
beyond East Asia. The late Robert Bellah’s reflection on the possibility for a global civil religion concludes
the volume.

Philip J. Ivanhoe is Chair Professor of East Asian and Comparative Philosophy and Religion at City
University of Hong Kong. His many books include Mortality in Traditional Chinese Thought (coedited with
Amy Olberding); Taking Confucian Ethics Seriously: Contemporary Theories and Applications (coedited
with Kam-por Yu and Julia Tao); Religious and Philosophical Aspects of the Laozi (coedited with Mark
Csikszentmihalyi); and Essays on Skepticism, Relativism, and Ethics in the Zhuangzi (coedited with Paul
Kjellberg), all published by SUNY Press.

Sungmoon Kim is Professor of Political Theory at City University of Hong Kong. He is the author of
Confucian Democracy in East Asia: Theory and Practice and the editor of Confucianism, Law, and
Democracy in Contemporary Korea.
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From reader reviews:

James Alvarez:

The book Confucianism, A Habit of the Heart: Bellah, Civil Religion, and East Asia can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a
book Confucianism, A Habit of the Heart: Bellah, Civil Religion, and East Asia? Some of you have a
different opinion about e-book. But one aim in which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely
correct. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, it is possible to
give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Confucianism, A Habit of the Heart: Bellah, Civil
Religion, and East Asia has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You
can search the enormous world by start and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Willie Dreher:

The book Confucianism, A Habit of the Heart: Bellah, Civil Religion, and East Asia will bring that you the
new experience of reading a book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. If you try to find new
book to see, this book very suited to you. The book Confucianism, A Habit of the Heart: Bellah, Civil
Religion, and East Asia is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from the official
web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

James Mace:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Confucianism, A Habit of the Heart:
Bellah, Civil Religion, and East Asia can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are
therefore out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So
what these books have than the others?

Karen Delamora:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. This book Confucianism, A Habit of the Heart: Bellah, Civil Religion, and East Asia was
filled about science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has various feel when they reading the book. If you know how big advantage of a
book, you can experience enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that
you wanted.
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