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The Gilded Age bon vivant who became America's unlikeliest chief executive-and who presided over a
sweeping reform of the system that nurtured him

Chester Alan Arthur never dreamed that one day he would be president of the United States. A successful
lawyer, Arthur had been forced out as the head of the Custom House of the Port of New York in 1877 in a
power struggle between the two wings of the Republican Party. He became such a celebrity that he was
nominated for vice president in 1880-despite his never having run for office before.
Elected alongside James A. Garfield, Arthur found his life transformed just four months into his term, when
an assassin shot and killed Garfield, catapulting Arthur into the presidency. The assassin was a deranged man
who thought he deserved a federal job through the increasingly corrupt "spoils system." To the surprise of
many, Arthur, a longtime beneficiary of that system, saw that the time had come for reform. His opportunity
came in the winter of 1882-83, when he pushed through the Pendleton Act, which created a professional civil
service and set America on a course toward greater reforms in the decades to come.
Chester Arthur may be largely forgotten today, but Zachary Karabell eloquently shows how this unexpected
president-of whom so little was expected-rose to the occasion when fate placed him in the White House.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Trimble:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress.
Some of you maybe may update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but
the problems coming to you is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Chester Alan Arthur:
The American Presidents Series: The 21st President, 1881-1885 is our recommendation to help you keep up
with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Dora Dickey:

The reason why? Because this Chester Alan Arthur: The American Presidents Series: The 21st President,
1881-1885 is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will
distress you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who write the
book in such incredible way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still
convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you
going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have such as
help improving your ability and your critical thinking means. So , still want to postpone having that book? If
I have been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Jeffrey Call:

Chester Alan Arthur: The American Presidents Series: The 21st President, 1881-1885 can be one of your
basic books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this publication has good
vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining however
delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into delight
arrangement in writing Chester Alan Arthur: The American Presidents Series: The 21st President, 1881-1885
nevertheless doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource
facts that maybe you can be one among it. This great information may drawn you into brand-new stage of
crucial contemplating.

Maria Green:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This book Chester Alan Arthur: The American Presidents Series: The
21st President, 1881-1885 was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that
book Chester Alan Arthur: The American Presidents Series: The 21st President, 1881-1885 has many kinds
or type. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can
read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored,
any it offers up you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading
that will.
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