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It was 1786 when Arthur Phillip, an ambitious captain in the Royal Navy, was assigned the formidable task
of organizing an expedition to Australia in order to establish a penal colony. The squalid and turbulent
prisons of London were overflowing, and crime was on the rise. Even the hulks sifting at anchor in the
Thames were packed with malcontent criminals and petty thieves. So the English government decided to
undertake the unprecedented move of shipping off its convicts to a largely unexplored landmass at the other
end of the world. Using the personal journals and documents that were kept during this expedition,
historian/novelist Thomas Keneally re-creates the grueling overseas voyage, a hellish, suffocating journey
that claimed the lives of many convicts. Miraculously, the fleet reached the shores of what was then called
New South Wales in 1788, and after much trial and error, the crew managed to set up a rudimentary yet
vibrant settlement. As governor of the colony, Phillip took on the challenges of dealing with unruly convicts,
disgruntled officers, a bewildered, sometimes hostile native population, as well as such serious matters as
food shortages and disease. Moving beyond Phillip, Keneally offers captivating portrayals of Aborigines,
who both aided and opposed Phillip, and of the settlers, including convicts who were determined to
overcome their pasts and begin anew. With the authority of a renowned historian and the narrative grace of a
brilliant novelist, Thomas Keneally offers an insider's perspective into the dramatic saga of the birth of a
vibrant society in an unfamiliar land. A Commonwealth of Thieves immerses us in the fledgling penal
colony and conjures up colorful scenes of the joy and heartbreak, the thrills and hardships that characterized
those first four improbable years. The result is a lively and engrossing work of history, as well as a tale of
redemption for the thousands of convicts who started new lives thousands of miles from their homes. .
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From reader reviews:

Christi Potter:

Here thing why this kind of A Commonwealth of Thieves: The Improbable Birth of Australia are different
and reliable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good however it depends in the content of the usb
ports which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. A Commonwealth of Thieves: The Improbable
Birth of Australia giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any e-book out there but
there is no reserve that similar with A Commonwealth of Thieves: The Improbable Birth of Australia. It
gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that happened in the world
which is probably can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or
even in your method home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe
the form of A Commonwealth of Thieves: The Improbable Birth of Australia in e-book can be your choice.

Adam Rucks:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your
mind talent or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only
find book that need more time to be learn. A Commonwealth of Thieves: The Improbable Birth of Australia
can be your answer mainly because it can be read by a person who have those short time problems.

David Robinson:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book,
and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you personally is A Commonwealth of Thieves: The Improbable Birth of Australia this
reserve consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. That book was represented how
does the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The writer
made some study when he makes this book. That is why this book suitable all of you.

Erica Futch:

Beside this A Commonwealth of Thieves: The Improbable Birth of Australia in your phone, it could possibly
give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you may got
here is fresh in the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow commune. It is
good thing to have A Commonwealth of Thieves: The Improbable Birth of Australia because this book offers
to your account readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you do not get what it's exactly
about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be
questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book in



addition to read it from currently!
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