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J. Thomas Merton (1915-1968) was a twenty-year-old sophomore when he was introduced to fellow student
Robert Lax (1915-2000) in the Columbia University cafeteria in 1935. They were brought together by an
admiration for each other's writing in the college humor magazine. Upon graduation in 1938, Merton
converted to Roman Catholicism; Lax began graduate study in English and took a job at the New Yorker.
Three years later, Merton entered the Abbey of Gethsemani, and he and Lax saw each other only four more
times. Yet their friendship was sustained for the next thirty-three years through an amazing correspondence.

Their letters show Merton as an irreverent and often hilarious critic of presidents and popes. He also turned
to serious issues, such as the war in Vietnam and the dangers of nuclear holocaust. Merton and Lax's
correspondence is filled with reminiscences of friends and faculty from their years at Columbia, including
Mark van Doren, Lionel Trilling, Ad Reinhardt, Edward Rice, and Jacques Barzun. These letters of two
poets and solitaries betray a giddy delight in wordplay, unconstrained by rules of grammar or conventions of
spelling. Puns, portmanteaus, and inside jokes abound. The thirty-year exchange began when Merton dashed
off a note on June 17, 1938, after spending a week with Lax's family.

The final epistle in this extraordinary correspondence was written by Lax on December 8, 1968. Merton died
in Bangkok five days later and never received it. Arthur Biddle spent nearly ten years collecting every letter
known to exist between Merton and Lax, a total of 346, two thirds of which have never been published.
Biddle provides chronologies of their lives and places events and people in context within the letters. This
volume also includes the text of a rare interview with Lax.

Arthur W. Biddle is professor emeritus of English at the University of Vermont.
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From reader reviews:

Valerie Garrison:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book When Prophecy Still Had a Voice: The Letters of
Thomas Merton and Robert Lax. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. So long as
we know about how is important some sort of book When Prophecy Still Had a Voice: The Letters of
Thomas Merton and Robert Lax. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by just a
book. Absolutely right, because from book you can realize everything! From your country until finally
foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In
this era, we can easily open a book or maybe searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You should
use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's examine.

Geneva Milbourn:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading through
a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this When Prophecy Still Had a Voice:
The Letters of Thomas Merton and Robert Lax book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of
course the information in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already
know.

Christine Flint:

This When Prophecy Still Had a Voice: The Letters of Thomas Merton and Robert Lax are usually reliable
for you who want to become a successful person, why. The key reason why of this When Prophecy Still Had
a Voice: The Letters of Thomas Merton and Robert Lax can be one of several great books you must have
will be giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you with information that perhaps will
shock your previous knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever
your conditions in the e-book and printed types. Beside that this When Prophecy Still Had a Voice: The
Letters of Thomas Merton and Robert Lax giving you an enormous of experience for example rich
vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have
it appreciate reading.

Amy Christensen:

You will get this When Prophecy Still Had a Voice: The Letters of Thomas Merton and Robert Lax by check
out the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve challenge if you get
difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only through written or printed but also
can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking from your
mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about



your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to
choose suitable ways for you.
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