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Philadelphians are fond of quoting a letter in which William Penn described his vision of a “greene country
towne, which will never be burnt & always wholesome.” Today, Philadelphia’s public parks cover more than
ten thousand acres—roughly 11 percent of the city’s area. They encompass extensive woodlands and
waterways as well as the largest collection of historic properties in the state of Pennsylvania, including the
Fairmount Water Works, the Philadelphia Zoo (the oldest zoo in the United States), and the Philadelphia
Museum of Art.

The Grid and the River is the product of Elizabeth Milroy’s quest to understand the history of public green
spaces in William Penn’s city. In this monumental work of urban history, Milroy traces efforts to keep
Philadelphia “green” from the time of its founding to the late nineteenth century. She chronicles how patterns
of use and representations of green spaces informed notions of community and identity in the city. In
particular, Milroy examines the history of how and why the district along the Schuylkill River came to be
developed both in opposition to and in concert with William Penn’s original designations of parks in his city
plan.

Focusing on both the history and representation of Philadelphia’s green spaces, and making use of a wealth
of primary source materials, Milroy offers new insights into the city’s political and cultural development and
documents how changing attitudes toward the natural environment affected the physical appearance of
Philadelphia’s landscape and the lives of its inhabitants.
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From reader reviews:

Emil Townsend:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a reserve. Book
has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the world. Close to that
you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve The Grid and the River: Philadelphia's Green Places,
1682-1876 will make you to be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about every
little thing. But some of you think in which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is far from
make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suitable book with
you?

Dollie Simmons:

Here thing why this kind of The Grid and the River: Philadelphia's Green Places, 1682-1876 are different
and dependable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good but it really depends in the content from it
which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. The Grid and the River: Philadelphia's Green Places,
1682-1876 giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is
no guide that similar with The Grid and the River: Philadelphia's Green Places, 1682-1876. It gives you thrill
looking at journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is probably
can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your
technique home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of The
Grid and the River: Philadelphia's Green Places, 1682-1876 in e-book can be your choice.

Paula Salas:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This The Grid and the River:
Philadelphia's Green Places, 1682-1876 is simple to bring you can read it in the park your car, in the beach,
train and also soon. If you did not have got much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the
particular e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone.
And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Robert Cox:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or even
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or real
their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well as can't
see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Grid and the River: Philadelphia's Green Places, 1682-1876 can make
you really feel more interested to read.
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