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It's easy to dismiss taxidermy as a kitschy or morbid sideline, the realm of trophy fish and jackalopes or an
anachronistic throwback to the dusty diorama. Yet theirs is a world of intrepid hunter-explorers, eccentric
naturalists, and gifted museum artisans, all devoted to the paradoxical pursuit of creating the illusion of life.

Into this subculture of insanely passionate animal lovers ventures journalist Melissa Milgrom, whose journey
stretches from the anachronistic family workshop of the last chief taxidermist for the American Museum of
Natural History to the studio where an English sculptor, granddaughter of a surrealist artist, preserves the
animals for Damien Hirst's most disturbing artworks. She wanders through Mr. Potter's Museum of
Curiosities in the final days of its existence to watch dealers vie for preserved Victorian oddities, and visits
the Smithsonian's offsite lab, where taxidermists transform zoo skins into vivacious beasts. She tags along
with a Canadian bear trapper and former Roy Orbison impersonator--the three-time World Taxidermy
Champion--as he resurrects an extinct Irish elk using DNA studies and Paleolithic cave art for reference; she
even ultimately picks up a scalpel and stuffs her own squirrel. Transformed from a curious onlooker to an
empathetic participant, Milgrom takes us deep into the world of taxidermy and reveals its uncanny appeal.
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From reader reviews:

Katrina Frey:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book called Still Life:
Adventures in Taxidermy? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend
your time together with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it has
the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Todd James:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV,
or even playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different
you can read some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can
spent 24 hours a day to reading a book. The book Still Life: Adventures in Taxidermy it is very good to read.
There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In
case you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore very
easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book has high quality.

Karolyn Kaufman:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information easier to share.
You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You
can see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to you is
Still Life: Adventures in Taxidermy this publication consist a lot of the information of the condition of this
world now. This specific book was represented how can the world has grown up. The words styles that
writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some exploration when he makes this book.
Honestly, that is why this book appropriate all of you.

Clifford White:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can
know everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This guide Still Life: Adventures in Taxidermy was filled in relation to science.
Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has
several feel when they reading the book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can feel enjoy to
read a e-book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book you wanted.
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