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Since its declaration in the early 1970s, the American drug war has spanned the globe in a quest to stop the
flow of illegal drugs into the United States. Explaining the conceptual framework within which policymakers
understood illegal opium production and trafficking, Seeing Drugs examines the genesis of the war on drugs
during the Nixon and Ford administrations when the United States developed the policies that set the
parameters of subsequent American drug control abroad.

Faced with rising heroin use in the United States and the fear of drug-addicted Vietnam veterans carrying
their affliction home and propelled by the belief that heroin addiction spreads like a contagious disease, U.S.
officials identified three Third World nations—Thailand, Burma, and Mexico—as the primary sources of
illegal narcotics servicing the American drug market. Author Daniel Weimer demonstrates that drug-control
officials in these countries confronted a host of interlocking factors shaping the illicit narcotics trade and
that, in response to these challenges, policymakers applied modernization and counterinsurgency theory to
devise strategies to assist the Thai, Burmese, and Mexican governments in curbing drug trafficking. The
Nixon and Ford administrations sincerely believed their policies could rein in the narcotics trade and
diminish addiction within the United States. In the end, however, the drug war only guaranteed continued
American intervention in the Third World, where the majority of illegal drug crops grew.

Through interdisciplinary and comparative analysis, Seeing Drugs examines the contours of the burgeoning
drug war, the cultural significance of drugs and addiction, and their links to the formation of national identity
within the United States, Thailand, Burma, and Mexico. By highlighting the prevalence of modernization
and counterinsurgency discourse within drug-control policy, Weimer reveals an unexplored and important
facet of the history of U.S–Third World interaction.

“Essential reading for anyone interested in both the history of U.S. drug policy and the process of
modernization during the Cold War.”—William O. Walker III, author of Drug Control in the Americas and
Opium and Foreign Policy

“Seeing Drugs explores the dramatic effects of post-1945 U.S. modernization and counterinsurgency efforts,
joined with Cold War imperatives, on the United States’ war on drugs. The war on drugs was carried by
American dollars, social scientists, officials, and technology into the poppy fields of Mexico, Thailand and
Burma. Dan Weimer deftly demonstrates the layered ways in which beliefs about drugs as threat and symbol
of antimodernism prompted Americans to forcibly transform drug-growing areas, sometimes with support
from indigenous elites. His story, based on impressive research and capacious understanding of theory,
reveals both the contradictions in the United States’ war on drugs as well as many reasons for its devastating
effects. This work joins much of the most exciting new work in U.S. foreign relations, in taking serious
interest in the transformative consequences of U.S. foreign policy for other nations. Seeing Drugs joins Al
McCoy’s classic Politics of Heroin as a ‘must read’ for understanding the United States’ war on drugs.”—
Anne L. Foster, author of Projections of Power: The United States and Europe in Colonial Southeast Asia,
1919-1941



“Weimer persuasively demonstrates that discourses of modernization and counterinsurgency helped to shape
both U.S. counter-narcotics policy abroad and domestic drug policy at home along coercive lines. An
important and timely book with much to teach us about the contradictions of the ‘war on drugs’ in
Afghanistan, Colombia, and elsewhere.”—Brad Simpson, Princeton University
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From reader reviews:

Walter Miller:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yes, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare
time to take a wander, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book entitled Seeing
Drugs: Modernization, Counterinsurgency, and U.S. Narcotics Control in the Third World, 1969–1976 (New
Studies in U.S. Foreign Relations)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You know beside you can spend
your time with the favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with its opinion or
you have some other opinion?

Lea Severino:

The event that you get from Seeing Drugs: Modernization, Counterinsurgency, and U.S. Narcotics Control in
the Third World, 1969–1976 (New Studies in U.S. Foreign Relations) may be the more deep you digging the
information that hide in the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book
is hard to be aware of but Seeing Drugs: Modernization, Counterinsurgency, and U.S. Narcotics Control in
the Third World, 1969–1976 (New Studies in U.S. Foreign Relations) giving you buzz feeling of reading.
The writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by anyone who read this because the
author of this reserve is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your personal vocabulary
increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available.
We advise you for having this particular Seeing Drugs: Modernization, Counterinsurgency, and U.S.
Narcotics Control in the Third World, 1969–1976 (New Studies in U.S. Foreign Relations) instantly.

Dwight McBride:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its cover may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as
in the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer might be Seeing Drugs: Modernization,
Counterinsurgency, and U.S. Narcotics Control in the Third World, 1969–1976 (New Studies in U.S.
Foreign Relations) why because the excellent cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not
disappoint you actually. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading
sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Vivian Regan:

As we know that book is important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This publication Seeing Drugs: Modernization, Counterinsurgency, and U.S.



Narcotics Control in the Third World, 1969–1976 (New Studies in U.S. Foreign Relations) was filled with
regards to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people
has different feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can truly
feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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