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Memoir and meditation on blindness.

Mara Faulkner grew up in a family shaped by Irish ancestry, a close-to-the-bone existence in rural North
Dakota, and the secret of her father’s blindness—along with the silence and shame surrounding it. Dennis
Faulkner had retinitis pigmentosa, a genetic disease that gradually blinded him and one that may blind many
members of his family, including the author. Moving and insightful, Going Blind explores blindness in its
many permutations—within the context of the author’s family, more broadly, as a disability marked by
misconceptions, and as a widely used cultural metaphor. Mara Faulkner delicately weaves her family’s story
into an analysis of the roots and ramifications of the various metaphorical meanings of blindness, touching
on the Catholic Church of the 1940s and 1950s, Japanese internment, the Germans from Russia who
dominated her hometown, and the experiences of Native people in North Dakota. Neither sentimental nor
dispassionate, the author asks whether it’s possible to find gifts when sight is lost.

“…[a] beautiful book … a good read … thought-provoking.” — H-Net Reviews (H-Disability)

“…a memoir with many layers … Faulkner has clearly done extensive research and she expertly unfolds her
findings and her confusions [sic]. She doesn’t just tell readers about her experience, but invites them to share
in making sense of her contemplations and discoveries. While this is not a light read, it is an extremely
rewarding one.” — Irish America

“…this is not merely an autobiography, but a critical chronicle about multiple conceptions of ‘blindness.’ So,
in Going Blind, the reader could also find a piece with ethnographic value—a book in which analysis of
social behavior and fieldwork play core roles.” — Metapsychology

“An incredible story that stays with you long after finishing the final page.” — Emily Rapp, author of Poster
Child: A Memoir

“This is a remarkable, multidimensional, and accomplished memoir. The author renders the lives of her
family members with candor, sensitivity, and integrity.” — G. Thomas Couser, author of Recovering Bodies:
Illness, Disability, and Life Writing

Mara Faulkner, OSB, is Associate Professor of English at the College of St. Benedict. She is the author of
Protest and Possibility in the Writing of Tillie Olsen and Born of Common Hungers: Benedictine Women in
Search of Connections.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Adkins:

The book Going Blind: A Memoir can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. Why must we leave a very important thing like a book Going Blind: A Memoir?
Several of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that book can give many details for us. It is
absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you can
give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Going Blind: A Memoir has simple shape
however you know: it has great and large function for you. You can search the enormous world by open and
read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Paul Skeens:

This Going Blind: A Memoir are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The
explanation of this Going Blind: A Memoir can be among the great books you must have will be giving you
more than just simple looking at food but feed you with information that maybe will shock your earlier
knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your
conditions in e-book and printed types. Beside that this Going Blind: A Memoir forcing you to have an
enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we realize it useful
in your day activity. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Dewey Newkirk:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love Going Blind: A Memoir, it is possible to
enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh
seriously its mind hangout people. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its identified as reading
friends.

Laurie Dunn:

As we know that book is important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This reserve Going Blind: A Memoir was filled regarding science. Spend your spare
time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they
reading some sort of book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a
guide. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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