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Doubters and Dreamers opens with a question from a young girl faced with the spectacle of Indian effigies
lynched and burned “in jest” before UC Berkeley’s annua Big Game against Stanford: “What's a debacle,
Mom?’ Thisinnocent but telling question marks the girl’ s entrée into the complicated knowledge of her
heritage as a mixed-blood Native American of Koyangk’auwi (Concow) Maidu descent. The girl isayoung
Janice Gould, and the poems and narrations that follow constitute a remarkable work of sustained and
courageous self-revelation, retracing the precarious emotional terrain of an adolescence shaped by a mother’s
tough love and a growing consciousness of an ancestral and familial past.

In thefirst half of the book, “Tribal History,” Gould ingeniously repurposes the sonnet form to preserve the
stories of her mother and aunt, who grew up when “muleback was the customary mode / of transport” and
the “spirit world was present”—stories of “old ways’ and places claimed in memory but lost in time.
Elsewhere, she remembers her mother’s “ferocious, upright anger” and her unexpected tenderness (“Like a
miracle, | was still her child”), culminating in the profound expression of loss that is the poem “Our
Mother’s Death.”

In the second half of the book, “It Was Raining,” Gould tells of the years of lonely self-making and
“unfulfilled dreams’ as she comesto terms with what she has been told are her “crazy longings’ as aleshian:
“It’ s been hammered into me/ that I’ || be spurned / by a‘real woman,” / the only kind I like.” The writing
here commemorates old loves and relationships in language that mingles hope and despair, doubt and
devotion, veering at times into dreamlike moments of consciousness. One poem and vignette at atime,
Doubters and Dreamers explores what it means to be a mixed-blood Native American who grew up urban,
|esbian, and middle class in the West.
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From reader reviews:
James Sanchez:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are reading whatever
they acquire because their hobby is reading a book. How about the person who don't like looking at a book?
Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well, probably
you will need this Doubters and Dreamers (Sun Tracks).

April Cotton:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy

particular person? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being
bored faster. And you have time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They must answer
that question since just their can do this. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
right. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this specific Doubters and Dreamers (Sun
Tracks) to read.

John Razo:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
thisaren't like that. This Doubters and Dreamers (Sun Tracks) book is readable through you who hate those
perfect word style. Y ou will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without
leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer associated with Doubters and
Dreamers (Sun Tracks) content conveys objective easily to understand by alot of people. The printed and e-
book are not different in the information but it just different asit. So, do you nonetheless thinking Doubters
and Dreamers (Sun Tracks) is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Ethel Swafford:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with palsis thing that usually
you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite from that.
Just one activity that make you not sensetired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have been
ride on and with addition details. Even you love Doubters and Dreamers (Sun Tracks), you could enjoy both.
It is fine combination right, you still would like to missit? What kind of hangout typeisit? Oh can occur its
mind hangout people. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.
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