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Known as “one of the most complex and unusual texts in Arabic literature” (Banipal Magazine), The Epistle
of Forgiveness is the lengthy reply by the prolific Syrian poet and prose writer, Abu l-'Ala' al-Ma'arri (d. 449
H/1057 AD), to a letter by an obscure grammarian, Ibn al-Qari. With biting irony, The Epistle of Forgiveness
mocks Ibn al-Qari’s hypocrisy and sycophancy by imagining he has died and arrived with some difficulty in
Heaven, where he meets famous poets and philologists from the past. In al-Maarri’s imaginative telling, Ibn
al-Qari also glimpses Hell and converses with the Devil and various heretics.
 
Al-Ma'arri—a maverick, a vegan, and often branded a heretic himself—seems to mock popular ideas about
the Hereafter. Among other things, he introduces us to hypocrites, poets, princes, rebels, mystics, and
apostates, with asides on piety, superstition, wine-drinking, old age, and other topics. This remarkable book
is the first complete translation of this masterpiece into any language, all the more impressive because of Al-
Ma'arri's highly ornate and difficult style, his use of rhymed prose, and his numerous obscure words and
expressions. Replete with erudite commentary, amusing anecdotes, and sardonic wit, The Epistle of
Forgiveness is an imaginative tour-de-force by one of the most pre-eminent figures in classical Arabic
literature.
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From reader reviews:

Curtis Russell:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. These are reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like studying
a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well,
probably you will need this The Epistle of Forgiveness: Volumes One and Two (Library of Arabic
Literature).

Paul Howard:

The book The Epistle of Forgiveness: Volumes One and Two (Library of Arabic Literature) can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a
good thing like a book The Epistle of Forgiveness: Volumes One and Two (Library of Arabic Literature)? A
number of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim in which book can give many info for us.
It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or details that you take for
that, it is possible to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book The Epistle of Forgiveness:
Volumes One and Two (Library of Arabic Literature) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and
large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open up and read a guide. So it is very
wonderful.

Diana Elliott:

This book untitled The Epistle of Forgiveness: Volumes One and Two (Library of Arabic Literature) to be
one of several books that best seller in this year, this is because when you read this publication you can get a
lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail store or you can order it via
online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can
read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for you to past this publication from your list.

Rosemary Perez:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new data. When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine
the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals. When
you read this The Epistle of Forgiveness: Volumes One and Two (Library of Arabic Literature), you may
tells your family, friends along with soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones,



make them reading a guide.
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