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In October 1962, the fate of the world hung on the American response to the discovery of Soviet nuclear
missile sites in Cuba. That response was informed by hours of discussions between John F. Kennedy and his
top advisers. What those advisers did not know was that President Kennedy was secretly taping their talks,
providing future scholars with a rare inside look at high-level political deliberation in a moment of crisis.
Talk at the Brink is the first book to examine these historic audio recordings from a sociological perspective.
It reveals how conversational practices and dynamics shaped Kennedy's perception of the options available
to him, thereby influencing his decisions and ultimately the outcome of the crisis.

David Gibson looks not just at the positions taken by Kennedy and his advisers but how those positions were
articulated, challenged, revised, and sometimes ignored. He argues that Kennedy's decisions arose from the
intersection of distant events unfolding in Cuba, Moscow, and the high seas with the immediate
conversational minutia of turn-taking, storytelling, argument, and justification. In particular, Gibson shows
how Kennedy's group told and retold particular stories again and again, sometimes settling upon a course of
action only after the most frightening consequences were omitted or actively suppressed.

Talk at the Brink presents an image of Kennedy's response to the Cuban missile crisis that is sharply at odds
with previous scholarship, and has important implications for our understanding of decision making,
deliberation, social interaction, and historical contingency.
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From reader reviews:

Anne Stewart:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject Talk at the
Brink: Deliberation and Decision during the Cuban Missile Crisis suitable to you? The book was written by
famous writer in this era. The book untitled Talk at the Brink: Deliberation and Decision during the Cuban
Missile Crisisis one of several books that will everyone read now. This book was inspired a lot of people in
the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know prior to. The
author explained their idea in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to recognise the core of this e-
book. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. So you can see the
represented of the world in this particular book.

Lila Smith:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they will get
large amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of
activity have you got when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer can unlimited right.
Then do you try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time,
often the book you have read is usually Talk at the Brink: Deliberation and Decision during the Cuban
Missile Crisis.

Randall Barbee:

This Talk at the Brink: Deliberation and Decision during the Cuban Missile Crisis is brand new way for you
who has curiosity to look for some information as it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you
upon it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little digest in reading this Talk at
the Brink: Deliberation and Decision during the Cuban Missile Crisis can be the light food to suit your needs
because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books produce itself
in the form and that is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in
e-book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading
a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss
that! Just read this e-book sort for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Kathleen Duff:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This guide Talk at the Brink: Deliberation and Decision during the Cuban Missile Crisis
was filled regarding science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific research
competence. Some people has various feel when they reading the book. If you know how big advantage of a



book, you can really feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book
which you wanted.
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