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According to Ben McCorkle, the rhetorical canon of delivery—traditionally seen as the aspect of oratory
pertaining to vocal tone, inflection, and physical gesture—has undergone a period of renewal within the last
few decades to include the array of typefaces, color palettes, graphics, and other design elements used to
convey a message to a chosen audience. McCorkle posits that this redefinition, while a noteworthy moment
of modern rhetorical theory, is just the latest instance in a historical pattern of interaction between rhetoric
and technology. In Rhetorical

Delivery as Technological Discourse: A Cross-Historical Study, McCorkle explores the symbiotic
relationship between delivery and technologies of writing and communication. Aiming to enhance historical
understanding by demonstrating how changes in writing technology have altered our conception of delivery,
McCorkle reveals the ways in which oratory and the tools of written expression have directly affected one
another throughout the ages.

To make his argument, the author examines case studies from significant historical moments in the Western 
rhetorical tradition. Beginning with the ancient Greeks, McCorkle illustrates how the increasingly literate
Greeks developed rhetorical theories intended for oratory that incorporated “writerly” tendencies,
diminishing delivery’s once-prime status in the process. Also explored is the near-eradication of rhetorical
delivery in the mid-fifteenth century—the period of transition from late manuscript to early print
culture—and the implications of the burgeoning

print culture during the nineteenth century.

McCorkle then investigates the declining interest in delivery as technology designed to replace the human
voice and gesture became prominent at the beginning of the 1900s. Situating scholarship on delivery within a
broader  postmodern structure, he moves on to a discussion of the characteristics of contemporary
hypertextual and digital communication and its role in reviving the canon, while also anticipating the future
of communication technologies, the likely shifts in attitude toward delivery, and the implications of both on
the future of teaching rhetoric.

Rhetorical Delivery as Technological Discourse traces a long-view perspective of rhetorical history to
present readers a productive reading of the volatile treatment of delivery alongside the parallel history of
writing and communication technologies. This rereading will expand knowledge of the canon by not only



offering the most thorough treatment of the history of rhetorical delivery available but also inviting
conversation about the reciprocal impacts of rhetorical theory and written communication on each other
throughout this history.
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From reader reviews:

David Anthony:

In other case, little individuals like to read book Rhetorical Delivery as Technological Discourse: A Cross-
Historical Study. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. As long as we know about how is
important any book Rhetorical Delivery as Technological Discourse: A Cross-Historical Study. You can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, since from book you can
recognize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple matter
until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we could open a book or searching by internet unit. It is
called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's go through.

James Smith:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
while those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which one
works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then you get it as
your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not happen in
you if you take Rhetorical Delivery as Technological Discourse: A Cross-Historical Study as the daily
resource information.

Sam Dickson:

This book untitled Rhetorical Delivery as Technological Discourse: A Cross-Historical Study to be one of
several books that will best seller in this year, that is because when you read this publication you can get a lot
of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retailer or you can order it by using online.
The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this
book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this reserve from your list.

Michael Gage:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find publication
that need more time to be learn. Rhetorical Delivery as Technological Discourse: A Cross-Historical Study
can be your answer given it can be read by you actually who have those short time problems.
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