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Divination and Human Nature casts a new perspective on the rich tradition of ancient divination—the
reading of divine signs in oracles, omens, and dreams. Popular attitudes during classical antiquity saw these
readings as signs from the gods while modern scholars have treated such beliefs as primitive superstitions. In
this book, Peter Struck reveals instead that such phenomena provoked an entirely different accounting from
the ancient philosophers. These philosophers produced subtle studies into what was an odd but observable
fact—that humans could sometimes have uncanny insights—and their work signifies an early chapter in the
cognitive history of intuition.

Examining the writings of Plato, Aristotle, the Stoics, and the Neoplatonists, Struck demonstrates that they
all observed how, setting aside the charlatans and swindlers, some people had premonitions defying the
typical bounds of rationality. Given the wide differences among these ancient thinkers, Struck notes that they
converged on seeing this surplus insight as an artifact of human nature, projections produced under specific
conditions by our physiology. For the philosophers, such unexplained insights invited a speculative search
for an alternative and more naturalistic system of cognition.

Recovering a lost piece of an ancient tradition, Divination and Human Nature illustrates how philosophers of
the classical era interpreted the phenomena of divination as a practice closer to intuition and instinct than
magic.
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From reader reviews:

Alberta Townsend:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Alongside
that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve Divination and Human Nature: A Cognitive History
of Intuition in Classical Antiquity will make you to become smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if
you can know about every little thing. But some of you think this open or reading a book make you bored.
It's not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or appropriate
book with you?

Phyllis Sharrow:

What do you about book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you
don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have free time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They need to answer that
question simply because just their can do that will. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every
person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this specific
Divination and Human Nature: A Cognitive History of Intuition in Classical Antiquity to read.

Robert Bryant:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of
you maybe will probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but
the problems coming to a person is you don't know what type you should start with. This Divination and
Human Nature: A Cognitive History of Intuition in Classical Antiquity is our recommendation to help you
keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Tracy Brown:

The guide with title Divination and Human Nature: A Cognitive History of Intuition in Classical Antiquity
has lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. That book
exist new understanding the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world at this
point. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This particular book will
bring you within new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you
can read it anywhere you want.
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