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CONVERSATIONAL DESCRIPTION:

This is a book by an Oxford professor that’s been a long time in the making—it’s been under contract for ten
years—and that we’re very excited about and have a deep investment in. It’s a big, sweeping, incredibly
ambitious book of history that tells the whole story of communism from its origins in the French Revolution
with Rousseau and Robespierre all the way up to today in China and Cuba and North Korea and everything
in between. We’re going to publish it in November, which is the 20th anniversary of the Berlin Wall coming
down, which should give us a good news peg in terms of publicity and reviews.

This book has a lot of things going for it but the biggest are probably the way it has a totally epic sweep from
the 1700s onward, and its incredible cast of characters, and the way that it gives you the intellectual history
of the movement—the idealogical stuff—along with the narrative of what literally happened over hundreds
of years—the power struggles, the back-room stuff, the infighting—and the way that Communism affected
the big picture of world history.

It is reminiscent of Niall Ferguson’s new book The Ascent of Money as well as our book A Splendid
Exchange because like those books this is history on a very large canvas that weaves together a lot of
different threads—the ideas, the politics, the economics, the military stuff, the cultural stuff—into a
compelling narrative. It's also similar to Laurence Wright’s recent book The Looming Tower, which gave
you the intellectual roots of Al Qaeda at the same time as it was giving you this amazing human story of
what actually happened.

The author has done staggering research over the course of a decade and just puts the story together
brilliantly. He brings to life Marx and Engels, who are working the intellectual angle with The Communist
Manifesto and laying the foundation for Lenin and Stalin who come along to put the ideas into practice. But
one thing to emphasize here is that this is not just the story of Soviet Communism. This is the whole story.
You get Ho Chi Minh in North Vietnam, you get Mao and Deng Xiaoping in China, you get Castro and Che
in Cuba, Tito in Yugoslavia, and dozens of others around the world. Obviously you also get Khrushchev and
Kennedy and Gorbachev and Reagan and all that, but it’s important to realize that it isn’t just the Soviets.

What you come away with is this complete understanding of a new piece of the puzzle of humanity's
ongoing struggle to govern itself and organize society and figure out how to live in the best way possible.
You get the sense that Communism as it was envisioned in the early days—as a pure idea—probably wasn’t
any worse than Capitalism, it’s just the old story of people getting involved and screwing things up with their
egos and greed and hubris and insecurities—that’s another similarity with The Looming Tower, where you
saw how humiliation at the hands of the West drove so much of Al Qaeda's ideology. In the case of
Communism, there was insecurity in these countries that the West saw them as "backward" and a lot of the
terrible stuff that happened came out of a desire to prove that they weren’t.

The author is a very highly regarded Oxford professor and we’re going to deliver some big blurbs on this.



We don’t have them yet because the author just delivered but if you look at what we’ve done lately in terms
of blurbage with these big history books, it will be similar. In terms of reviews, there’s never any guarantee
that we’ll get them but I think we have a much better shot than we did with Old World New Wor
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From reader reviews:

Melvin Groth:

Here thing why this specific The Red Flag: A History of Communism are different and reliable to be yours.
First of all examining a book is good but it depends in the content than it which is the content is as
scrumptious as food or not. The Red Flag: A History of Communism giving you information deeper since
different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no guide that similar with The Red Flag: A
History of Communism. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that will
happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere
like in park, café, or even in your approach home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the
branded book maybe the form of The Red Flag: A History of Communism in e-book can be your choice.

Sandra Romero:

Often the book The Red Flag: A History of Communism will bring you to the new experience of reading
some sort of book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to read,
this book very suitable to you. The book The Red Flag: A History of Communism is much recommended to
you to see. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Nona Smith:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look different you can
read the book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the
whole day to reading a e-book. The book The Red Flag: A History of Communism it is very good to read.
There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. When
you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore easily to
read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book features high quality.

Deanna Thompson:

Book is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we
know those books have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. By book The Red Flag: A History of Communism we can have more advantage. Don't one to be
creative people? To get creative person must want to read a book. Simply choose the best book that ideal
with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this time book The Red Flag: A History of
Communism. You can more desirable than now.
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