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For decades, Elisabeth Ladenson says, critics have misread or ignored a crucial element in Marcel Proust's
fiction?his representation of lesbians. Her challenging new book definitively establishes the centrality of
lesbianism as sexual obsession and aesthetic model in Proust's vast novel A la recherche du temps perdu.
Traditional readings of the Recherche have dismissed Proust's "Gomorrah"?his term for women who love
other women?as a veiled portrayal of the novelist's own homosexuality. More recently, "queer-positive"
rereadings have viewed the novel's treatment of female sexuality as ancillary to its accounts of Sodom and its
meditations on time and memory. Ladenson instead demonstrates the primacy of lesbianism to the novel,
showing that Proust's lesbians are the only characters to achieve a plenitude of reciprocated desire. The
example of Sodom, by contrast, is characterized by frustrated longing and self-loathing. She locates the
work's paradigm of hermetic relations between women in the self-sufficient bond between the narrator's
mother and grandmother. Ladenson traces Proust's depictions of male and female homosexuality from his
early work onward, and contextualizes his account of lesbianism in late-nineteenth-century sexology and
early twentieth-century thought. A vital contribution to the fields of queer theory and of French literature and
culture, Ladenson's book marks a new stage in Proust studies and provides a fascinating chapter in the
history of a literary masterpiece's reception.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Young:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have time? What
did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They should answer that question because just their
can do that. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on
pre-school until university need this Proust's Lesbianism to read.

Jennifer Shipley:

This book untitled Proust's Lesbianism to be one of several books that best seller in this year, here is because
when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy that book in the book
shop or you can order it by using online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more
easily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to your
account to past this guide from your list.

Louis Gayman:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get lot of stress
from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely indeed.
People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity have you got when the spare
time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one, reading
ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the particular book you have read is
definitely Proust's Lesbianism.

Oliver Gerling:

This Proust's Lesbianism is great book for you because the content which can be full of information for you
who have always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. That book reveal it info
accurately using great arrange word or we can declare no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the item
hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but hard
core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Proust's Lesbianism in your hand like keeping
the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no e-book that offer you
world inside ten or fifteen small right but this publication already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey
Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt which?
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