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Photography: History and Theory introduces students to both the history of photography and critical theory.

From its inception in the nineteenth century, photography has instigated a series of theoretical debates. In
this new text, Jae Emerling therefore argues that the most insightful way to approach the histories of
photography is to address simultaneously the key events of photographic history alongside the theoretical
discourse that accompanied them.

While the nineteenth century is discussed, the central focus of the text is on modern and contemporary
photographic theory. Particular attention is paid to key thinkers, such as Baudelaire, Barthes and Sontag. In
addition, the centrality of photography to contemporary art practice is addressed through the theoretical work
of Allan Sekula, John Tagg, Rosalind Krauss, and Vilém Flusser. The text also includes readings of many
canonical photographers and exhibitions including: Atget, Brassai, August Sander, Walker Evans, The
Family of Man, Diane Arbus, Lee Friedlander, Cindy Sherman, Bernd and Hilla Becher, Sebastaio Salgado,
Jeff Wall, and others.

In addition, Emerling provides close readings of key passages from some major theoretical texts. These
glosses come between the chapters and serve as a conceptual line that connects them. Glosses include:

Roland Barthes, "The Rhetoric of the Image" (1964)●

Susan Sontag, Regarding the Pain of Others (2002)●

Michel Foucault on the archive (1969)●

Walter Benjamin, "Little History of Photography" (1931)●



Vilém Flusser, Towards a Philosophy of Photography (1983)●

A substantial glossary of critical terms and names, as well as an extensive bibliography, make this the ideal
book for courses on the history and theory of photography.
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From reader reviews:

Julie Flanagan:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book Photography: History and Theory. You can
choose the best book if you like reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a new book
Photography: History and Theory. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by
way of a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can understand everything! From your
country until eventually foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple issue until wonderful thing
you can know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or searching by internet product. It is called e-
book. You may use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's learn.

Carol Elliott:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or woman?
If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They should answer that question
because just their can do that will. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct.
Because start from on pre-school until university need this specific Photography: History and Theory to read.

Laura Grier:

The e-book untitled Photography: History and Theory is the book that recommended to you to study. You
can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to a person. The language that writer use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of study when write
the book, therefore the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also can get
the e-book of Photography: History and Theory from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Kirk Thomas:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you need to
do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of several
books in the top record in your reading list will be Photography: History and Theory. This book and that is
qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking way up
and review this book you can get many advantages.
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