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Paul Bowles, best known for his classic 1949 novel, The Sheltering Sky, is one of the most compelling yet
elusive figures of twentieth-century American counterculture. In this definitive biography, Virginia Spencer
Carr has captured Bowles in his many guises: gifted composer, expatriate novelist, and gay icon, to name
only a few. Born in New York in 1910, Bowles' brilliance was evident from early childhood. His first artistic
interest was music, which he studied with the composer Aaron Copland. Bowles wrote scores for films and
countless plays, including pieces by Tennessee Williams and Orson Welles. Over the course of his life, his
intellectual pursuits led him around the world. He cultivated a circle of artistic friends that included Gertrude
Stein, W.H. Auden, Gore Vidal, Truman Capote, Allen Ginsburg, William Burroughs, Stephen Spender, and
Carson McCullers.  Just as fascinating for his flamboyant personality as for his literary success, Bowles'
leftist politics and experimentation with drugs make him an ever-controversial character. Carr delves into
Bowles' unconventional marriage to Jane Auer and his self-exile in Morocco. Close friends with him before
his death in 1999, Carr's first-hand knowledge of Bowles is undeniable. This book encompasses her personal
experiences plus ten years of research and interviews with some two hundred of Bowles'
acquaintances. Virginia Spencer Carr has written a riveting biography that tells not only the story of Paul
Bowles' literary genius, but also of a crucial period of redefinition in American culture. Carr is
simultaneously entertaining and precise, delivering a wealth of information on one of the most mythologized
figures of mid-century literature.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Jones:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title Paul Bowles: A Life
suitable to you? The actual book was written by popular writer in this era. The particular book untitled Paul
Bowles: A Lifeis the main of several books which everyone read now. That book was inspired a number of
people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new age that you ever know prior to.
The author explained their plan in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this
reserve. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. To help you to see the
represented of the world in this book.

James Vera:

Paul Bowles: A Life can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight
away because this reserve has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort
to put every word into delight arrangement in writing Paul Bowles: A Life although doesn't forget the main
point, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one among it.
This great information can easily drawn you into new stage of crucial imagining.

Danna Bullock:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Paul Bowles: A Life can be the solution, oh how
comes? A fresh book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your time by reading in this
brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Alfonso Unruh:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also know
that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except your
own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this Paul Bowles: A Life.
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