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The World Health Organization is currently promoting a policy of replacing traditional or lay midwives in
countries around the world. As part of an effort to record the knowledge of local midwives before it is lost,
Midwives and Mothers explores birth, illness, death, and survival on a Guatemalan sugar and coffee
plantation, or finca, through the lives of two local midwives, Doña Maria and her daughter Doña Siriaca, and
the women they have served over a forty-year period.

By comparing the practices and beliefs of the mother and daughter, Sheila Cosminsky shows the dynamics of
the medicalization process and the contestation between the midwives and biomedical personnel, as the latter
try to impose their system as the authoritative one. She discusses how the midwives syncretize, integrate, or
reject elements from Mayan, Spanish, and biomedical systems. The midwives’ story becomes a lens for
understanding the impact of medicalization on people’s lives and the ways in which women’s bodies have
become contested terrain between traditional and contemporary medical practices. Cosminsky also makes
recommendations for how ethno-obstetric and biomedical systems may be accommodated, articulated, or
integrated. Finally, she places the changes in the birthing system in the larger context of changes in the
plantation system, including the elimination of coffee growing, which has made women, traditionally the
primary harvesters of coffee beans, more economically dependent on men.
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From reader reviews:

Victor Kohlmeier:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a book. Book
has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Next to that you
can your reading skill was fluently. A e-book Midwives and Mothers: The Medicalization of Childbirth on a
Guatemalan Plantation will make you to always be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can
know about anything. But some of you think that open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is far
from make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or ideal book with
you?

Michael Mazzariello:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Yeah, by
reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure than other is high. For you who
want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this particular Midwives and Mothers: The
Medicalization of Childbirth on a Guatemalan Plantation book as basic and daily reading publication. Why,
because this book is more than just a book.

Waldo Gates:

This Midwives and Mothers: The Medicalization of Childbirth on a Guatemalan Plantation is great book for
you because the content that is full of information for you who also always deal with world and still have to
make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it data accurately using great arrange word or we can
declare no rambling sentences included. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole details in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but difficult core information with beautiful
delivering sentences. Having Midwives and Mothers: The Medicalization of Childbirth on a Guatemalan
Plantation in your hand like having the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say
that no guide that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen second right but this publication already do that.
So , this is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that?

Candy Dixon:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Midwives and
Mothers: The Medicalization of Childbirth on a Guatemalan Plantation which is obtaining the e-book
version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.
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