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As exemplified by Madame Butterfly, East-West relations have often been expressed as the relations between
the masculine, dominant West and the feminine, submissive East. Yet, this binary model does not account
for the important role of white women in the construction of Orientalism. Mari Yoshihara's study examines a
wide range of white women who were attracted to Japan and China in the late nineteenth and early twentieth
century and shows how, through their engagement with Asia, these women found new forms of expression,
power, and freedom that were often denied to them in other realms of their lives in America. She
demonstrates how white women's attraction to Asia shaped and was shaped by a complex mix of exoticism
for the foreign, admiration for the refined, desire for power and control, and love and compassion for the
people of Asia. Through concrete historical narratives and careful textual analysis, she examines the
ideological context for America's changing discourse about Asia and interrogates the power and appeal--as
well as the problems and limitations--of American Orientalism for white women's explorations of their
identities. Combining the analysis of race and gender in the United States and the study of U.S.-Asian
relations, Yoshihara's work represents the transnational direction of scholarship in American Studies and
U.S. history. In addition, this interdisciplinary work brings together diverse materials and approaches,
including cultural history, material culture, visual arts, performance studies, and literary analysis.

Embracing the East was the winner of the 2003 Hiroshi Shimizu Award of the Japanese Association for
American Studies (best book in American Studies by a junior member of the association).
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From reader reviews:

Marvin Perdue:

Now a day people that Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How people have
to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book.
Examining a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this Embracing
the East: White Women and American Orientalism book because this book offers you rich info and
knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may
already know.

Arnulfo Walls:

The particular book Embracing the East: White Women and American Orientalism will bring you to
definitely the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. If
you try to find new book to learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book Embracing the East: White
Women and American Orientalism is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from
your official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Cheryl Ruiz:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Embracing the East: White Women and
American Orientalism can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are so out of date,
spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications
have than the others?

Christopher Gonzalez:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update of news. In this
modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the Embracing the East: White Women and American Orientalism when you required it?
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