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Award-winning historian Zachary Karabell tells the epic story of the greatest engineering feat of the
nineteenth century--the building of the Suez Canal-- and shows how it changed the world.

The dream was a waterway that would unite the East and the West, and the ambitious, energetic French
diplomat and entrepreneur Ferdinand de Lesseps was the mastermind behind the project. Lesseps saw the
project through fifteen years of financial challenges, technical obstacles, and political intrigues. He
convinced ordinary French citizens to invest their money, and he won the backing of Napoleon III and of
Egypt's prince Muhammad Said. But the triumph was far from perfect: the construction relied heavily on
forced labor and technical and diplomatic obstacles constantly threatened completion. The inauguration in
1869 captured the imagination of the world. The Suez Canal was heralded as a symbol of progress that
would unite nations, but its legacy is mixed. Parting the Desert is both a transporting narrative and a
meditation on the origins of the modern Middle East.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:

James Fomby:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book Parting the Desert: The Creation of the Suez
Canal. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Provided that we know about how is
important a book Parting the Desert: The Creation of the Suez Canal. You can add information and of course
you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can realize everything!
From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple factor until
wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can open a book or perhaps searching by internet product.
It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's learn.

Patricia Nebeker:

The book Parting the Desert: The Creation of the Suez Canal can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a very important thing like a
book Parting the Desert: The Creation of the Suez Canal? Several of you have a different opinion about e-
book. But one aim this book can give many data for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer
along with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you may give for each other; you could
share all of these. Book Parting the Desert: The Creation of the Suez Canal has simple shape but you know:
it has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by start and read a reserve. So it is
very wonderful.

Gavin Wilkins:

Beside this Parting the Desert: The Creation of the Suez Canal in your phone, it might give you a way to get
nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh in the
oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow village. It is good thing to
have Parting the Desert: The Creation of the Suez Canal because this book offers for you readable
information. Do you oftentimes have book but you would not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on,
that will not end up to happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be
questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this book and
read it from right now!

Shannon Palmer:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen want book to know the change information of year for you to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
By book Parting the Desert: The Creation of the Suez Canal we can consider more advantage. Don't you to
be creative people? To get creative person must love to read a book. Simply choose the best book that
acceptable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this time book Parting the Desert: The



Creation of the Suez Canal. You can more appealing than now.
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