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In 1945 Germany's cities lay in ruins, destroyed by Allied bombers `hat left major architectural monuments
badly damaged and much of the housing stock reduced to rubble. At the war's end, observers thought that it
would take forty years to rebuild, but by the late 1950s West Germany's cities had risen anew. The housing
crisis had been overcome and virtually all important monuments reconstructed, and the cities had reclaimed
their characteristic identities. Everywhere there was a mixture of old and new: historic churches and town
halls stood alongside new housing and department stores; ancient street layouts were crossed or encircled by
wide arteries; old city centers were balanced by garden suburbs laid out according to modern planning
principles. In this book, Diefendorf examines the questions raised by this remarkable feat of urban
reconstruction. He explains who was primarily responsible, what accounted for the speed of rebuilding, and
how priorities were set and decisions acted upon. He argues that in such crucial areas as architectural style,
urban planning, historic preservation, and housing policy, the Germans drew upon personnel, ideas,
institutions, and practical experiences from the Nazi and pre-Nazi periods. Diefendorf shows how the
rebuilding of West Germany's cities after 1945 can only be understood in terms of long-term continuities in
urban development.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Banks:

The book In the Wake of War: The Reconstruction of German Cities after World War II can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the
good thing like a book In the Wake of War: The Reconstruction of German Cities after World War II? A
number of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim which book can give many info for us. It is
absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, it
is possible to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book In the Wake of War: The Reconstruction
of German Cities after World War II has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function
for you. You can seem the enormous world by wide open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Melvin Robinson:

Now a day those who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book.
Examining a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this In the Wake of
War: The Reconstruction of German Cities after World War II book since this book offers you rich data and
knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Bernetta Smith:

The book In the Wake of War: The Reconstruction of German Cities after World War II will bring someone
to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. Should you try
to find new book to study, this book very ideal to you. The book In the Wake of War: The Reconstruction of
German Cities after World War II is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book in the
official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Margaret Holt:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you learn a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds
of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, as well as soon. The In
the Wake of War: The Reconstruction of German Cities after World War II provide you with new experience
in looking at a book.
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