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Over the past quarter century, American liberals and conservatives alike have invoked memories of the
1960s to define their respective ideological positions and to influence voters. Liberals recall the positive
associations of what might be called the “good Sixties”—the “Camelot” years of JFK, the early civil rights
movement, and the dreams of the Great Society—while conservatives conjure images of the “bad
Sixties”—a time of urban riots, antiwar protests, and countercultural revolt.

In Framing the Sixties, Bernard von Bothmer examines this battle over the collective memory of the decade
primarily through the lens of presidential politics. He shows how four presidents—Ronald Reagan, George
H. W. Bush, Bill Clinton, and George W. Bush—each sought to advance his political agenda by consciously
shaping public understanding of the meaning of “the Sixties.” He compares not only the way that each
depicted the decade as a whole, but also their commentary on a set of specific topics: the presidency of John
F. Kennedy, Lyndon Johnson’s “Great Society” initiatives, the civil rights movement, and the Vietnam War.

In addition to analyzing the pronouncements of the presidents themselves, von Bothmer draws on interviews
he conducted with more than one hundred and twenty cabinet members, speechwriters, advisers, strategists,
historians, journalists, and activists from across the political spectrum—from Julian Bond, Daniel Ellsberg,
Todd Gitlin, and Arthur Schlesinger to James Baker, Robert Bork, Phyllis Schlafly, and Paul Weyrich.

It is no secret that the upheavals of the 1960s opened fissures within American society that have continued to
affect the nation’s politics and to intensify its so-called culture wars. What this book documents is the extent
to which political leaders, left and right, consciously exploited those divisions by “framing” the memory of
that turbulent decade to serve their own partisan interests.
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From reader reviews:

Leticia Brewster:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
need something to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy particular
person? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you
have free time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They have to answer that question
because just their can do in which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
correct. Because start from on pre-school until university need this kind of Framing the Sixties: The Use and
Abuse of a Decade from Ronald Reagan to George W. Bush to read.

Samuel Hamby:

Framing the Sixties: The Use and Abuse of a Decade from Ronald Reagan to George W. Bush can be one of
your basic books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good
vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to get every word into pleasure
arrangement in writing Framing the Sixties: The Use and Abuse of a Decade from Ronald Reagan to George
W. Bush yet doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource facts
that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into new stage of
crucial pondering.

Dawn Fernandez:

You may get this Framing the Sixties: The Use and Abuse of a Decade from Ronald Reagan to George W.
Bush by go to the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve challenge if you
get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by means of written or
printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking
by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more
information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are
still upgrade. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Carl Harber:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. By book Framing the Sixties: The Use and Abuse of a Decade from Ronald Reagan to George W.
Bush we can have more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To be creative person must prefer to
read a book. Just simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to
change your life with that book Framing the Sixties: The Use and Abuse of a Decade from Ronald Reagan to



George W. Bush. You can more attractive than now.
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