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Some say the fetus is the “tiniest citizen.” If so, then the bodies of women themselves have become political
arenas?or, recent cases suggest, battlefields. A cocaine-addicted mother is convicted of drug trafficking
through the umbilical cord. Women employees at a battery plant must prove infertility to keep their jobs. A
terminally ill woman is forced to undergo a cesarean section. No longer concerned with conception or
motherhood, the new politics of fetal rights focuses on fertility and pregnancy itself, on a woman’s
relationship with the fetus. How exactly, Cynthia Daniels asks, does this affect a woman’s rights? Are they
different from a man’s? And how has the state helped determine the difference? The answers, rigorously
pursued throughout this book, give us a clear look into the state’s paradoxical role in gender politics?as both
a challenger of injustice and an agent of social control.

In benchmark legal cases concerned with forced medical treatment, fetal protectionism in the workplace, and
drug and alcohol use and abuse, Daniels shows us state power at work in the struggle between fetal rights
and women’s rights. These cases raise critical questions about the impact of gender on women’s standing as
citizens, and about the relationship between state power and gender inequality. Fully appreciating the
difficulties of each case, the author probes the subtleties of various positions and their implications for a
deeper understanding of how a woman’s reproductive capability affects her relationship to state power. In
her analysis, the need to defend women’s right to self-sovereignty becomes clear, but so does the need to
define further the very concepts of self-sovereignty and privacy.

The intensity of the debate over fetal rights suggests the depth of the current gender crisis and the force of
the feelings of social dislocation generated by reproductive politics. Breaking through the public mythology
that clouds these debates, At Women’s Expense makes a hopeful beginning toward liberating woman’s body
within the body politic.
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From reader reviews:

Willette Bickel:

The book At Women's Expense: State Power and the Politics of Fetal Rights can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a book At Women's
Expense: State Power and the Politics of Fetal Rights? Several of you have a different opinion about e-book.
But one aim which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with
your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you could share all
of these. Book At Women's Expense: State Power and the Politics of Fetal Rights has simple shape
nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by start
and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Sharon Bufkin:

Typically the book At Women's Expense: State Power and the Politics of Fetal Rights will bring you to the
new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In the
event you try to find new book to learn, this book very appropriate to you. The book At Women's Expense:
State Power and the Politics of Fetal Rights is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-
book through the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Javier Link:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get a lot
of information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their very own reader
with their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write
about advantage about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always
try to improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book.
One of them is this At Women's Expense: State Power and the Politics of Fetal Rights.

Gene Kistler:

This At Women's Expense: State Power and the Politics of Fetal Rights is fresh way for you who has interest
to look for some information since it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you onto it getting
knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little digest in reading this At Women's Expense:
State Power and the Politics of Fetal Rights can be the light food for you personally because the information
inside that book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books build itself in the form which can be reachable
by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in publication form make them feel
tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a guide especially this one.
You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss that! Just read this



e-book kind for your better life and also knowledge.
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