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The New York Times–bestselling history of the first half of the twentieth century—five decades that
transformed America—from the author of Only Yesterday.
 
During the first fifty years of the twentieth century, the United States saw two world wars, a devastating
economic depression, and more social, political, and economic changes than in any other five-decade period
before. Frederick Lewis Allen, former editor of Harper’s magazine, recounts these years—spanning World
War I, the Progressive Era, the Great Depression, World War II, and the early Cold War—in vivid detail,
from the fashions and customs of the times to major events that changed the course of history.
 
Politically, the United States grew into its own as a global superpower during these years, even as domestic
developments altered the everyday lives of its citizens. The introduction of the automobile, mass production,
and organized labor changed the way Americans lived and worked, while innovations like penicillin and
government regulation of food safety contributed to an increase in average life expectancy from forty-nine
years in 1900 to sixty-eight years in 1950. With the development of a strong, centralized government, a
thriving middle class, and widespread economic prosperity, the nation emerged from the Second World War
transformed in virtually every way.
 
Richly informative and delightfully readable, The Big Change is an indispensable volume charting the many
changes that ushered in our contemporary age.
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From reader reviews:

Angel Huitt:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled The Big
Change: America Transforms Itself, 1900-1950? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You understand
beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you
agree with it is opinion or you have different opinion?

Paul Dixon:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This The Big Change: America Transforms Itself, 1900-1950 book is readable by
you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading through
experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer of The Big
Change: America Transforms Itself, 1900-1950 content conveys thinking easily to understand by a lot of
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different such as it. So , do
you even now thinking The Big Change: America Transforms Itself, 1900-1950 is not loveable to be your
top listing reading book?

Christopher Arredondo:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic from
the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill
your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try
out look for book, may be the book untitled The Big Change: America Transforms Itself, 1900-1950 can be
good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Alice Concannon:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or playing video
games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read a book. It is
really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day long to reading a
book. The book The Big Change: America Transforms Itself, 1900-1950 it doesn't matter what good to read.
There are a lot of those who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. Should you did
not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this
book from your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book offers high quality.
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