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Samuel Clemenslived 75 years, 50 under the pseudonym Mark Twain. His youth could be characterized as
sometimes mischievous, his older years as generally eccentric and his writing as always provocative. Twain
left aliterary canon of nearly 50 books, hundreds of short stories and essays, and a veritable treasury of
quotable epigrams. While his words and his works have stood up to the test of time, knowing the man behind
the persona, and understanding what inspired and influenced the writer, is crucial to fully appreciating the
contributions Twain made to American literature. By skillfully weaving together strands of history with his
personal story, this authoritative biography helps readers come to more fully understand the man and his
enduring legacy. Starting with a chapter on Clemens' boyhood, readers are treated to a very personal view of
Twain'searly life. Twain's adult life is chronicled with five expertly devel oped chapters that explore his early
professional years from printer to pilot, his travels westward and abroad, his gilded years with his beloved
wife Livy, and hisfinal years of widowhood and decline. This engaging biography also delvesinto the
enduring impact of Twain's creative voice and his unique blend of humor with social commentary that not
only entertained but also challenged thinking and changed the literary landscape forever.

This biography draws from the best of established Twain resources and scholarship, and adds fresh new
perspectives from personal letters, original manuscripts, and extended study visits to important places
including Twain's study and Quarry Farm. Thiswork iswritten in alively style that Twain himself would
appreciate and students will enjoy. Researchers hoping to dig deeper into the Twain legacy will benefit from
the expertly compiled information and documentation of resources offered here. A chronology, a
bibliography and five additional fact-filled appendices, including quotes from Twain, books by Twain, and a
rendering of hisfamily tree will help readers get a solid handle on the details as well as the big picture of
Mark Twain's life and legacy.
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From reader reviews:

Jean Fuller:

Have you spare time for aday? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called Mark Twain: A
Biography (Greenwood Biographies)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. Y ou understand beside
you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with the
opinion or you have different opinion?

Ruben Hardy:

Book isto be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important for all of us. The book Mark Twain: A Biography (Greenwood Biographies) was
making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter
what advantages for you. The e-book Mark Twain: A Biography (Greenwood Biographies) is not only giving
you considerably more new information but also being your friend when you sense bored. Y ou can spend
your own personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship together with the book Mark
Twain: A Biography (Greenwood Biographies). Y ou never experience lose out for everything when you read
some books.

Lila Johnson:

Reading a e-book can be one of alot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are alot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you alot of new data.
When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of humerous waysto share
the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how
the figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you read this Mark
Twain: A Biography (Greenwood Biographies), you can tells your family, friends in addition to soon about
yours publication. Y our knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a guide.

Robert Quinonez:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Mark Twain: A Biography (Greenwood
Biographies) reserve written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that could be
understand by anyone who else read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
producing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still question Mark Twain: A Biography
(Greenwood Biographies) as good book not merely by the cover but aso through the content. Thisis one
book that can break don't ascertain book by itsinclude, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick
this kind of!"? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to



another sixth sense.
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