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"We do not take a trip; a trip takes us," John Steinbeck noted in his 1962 classic, Travels with Charley. In the
summer of 2008, Bill Barich stumbled upon a used copy of Travels in Ireland,
where he has lived for the past eight years, and it inspired him to
explore the mood of the United States as Steinbeck had done almost a
half century before. With a hotly contested election looming, and in the
shadow of an economic meltdown, Barich set off on a 5,943-mile
cross-country drive from New York to his old hometown in San Francisco
via Route 50, a road twisting through the American heartland.

Long Way Home is
the stunning result of his pilgrimage, an illuminating and perceptive
portrait of America at a dramatic point in its history. Where Steinbeck
returned from the road depressed about the country's soul, Barich-while
not uncritical of the narrow-mindedness and incivility of our present
culture-finds brightness among the dark and rekindles his belief in the
long view, as exemplified by the unbridled optimism of some high school
kids in Hutchinson, Kansas, and by the undaunted spirit of an
eighty-year-old barber he chanced upon in Jefferson City, Missouri. "The
world truly does renew itself while we're looking the other way," he
observes.

From the Eastern Shore of Maryland to the spectacular
landscape of Moab, Utah, to Steinbeck's own Salinas Valley, filled with
memorable encounters and redolent with history and local color, Long Way Home
is a truthful, inspiring account of the country at a social and
political crossroad. "The highway snakes into a tunnel," Barich writes
about a stretch of Route 50 in West Virginia, "then erupts into the
light with the force of revelation."
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From reader reviews:

Agnes Higa:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like looking at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book if they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Long Way Home: On the Trail of Steinbeck's America.

Edward Schanz:

Here thing why this specific Long Way Home: On the Trail of Steinbeck's America are different and trusted
to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of computer which is
the content is as yummy as food or not. Long Way Home: On the Trail of Steinbeck's America giving you
information deeper including different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no reserve that
similar with Long Way Home: On the Trail of Steinbeck's America. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its
open up your own personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is maybe can be happened
around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your method home by
train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Long Way Home: On
the Trail of Steinbeck's America in e-book can be your alternate.

Steve Teegarden:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled Long Way Home: On the Trail of Steinbeck's America your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will end up your mind
friends. Imaging every word written in a guide then become one web form conclusion and explanation in
which maybe you never get prior to. The Long Way Home: On the Trail of Steinbeck's America giving you
an additional experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful details for your
better life in this particular era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind
is going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try
this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Jonathan Zahn:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we really wish for. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet.
Every year seemed to be exactly added. This guide Long Way Home: On the Trail of Steinbeck's America
was filled in relation to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific research
competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a book. If you know how big selling point of a
book, you can sense enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book



which you wanted.
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