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AIDS has humbled us. Thus observes editor Mark Blechner in introducing readers to this powerful collection
of essays on psychodynamic approaches to AIDS. It is the disease, Blechner tells us, that "has forced us to
rethink our relation to sickness and health, mortality, sexuality, drug use, and what we consider valuable in
life." In the chapters that follow, experienced clinicians shatter myths about the inapplicability of
psychoanalysis to work with AIDS patients.
 
In addition to setting forth general principles involved in working with patients with serious illness, Hope
and Mortality explores the wide range of therapeutic issues that have arisen in the wake of AIDS. Among the
topics of individual chapters: working with children whose parents have AIDS; working with AIDS patients
in an inner-city hospital; disability, dementia, and other realities of late-stage AIDS; treating someone who
becomes HIV-positive while in therapy; leading a support group for gay men with AIDS; confronting fears
of HIV in the "worried well"; and coming out of the closet as a heterosexual while running a bereavement
group for gay men.
 
Most poignant of all are chapters in which therapists examine how they have been transformed by treating
people with AIDS. Here contributors candidly discuss how their attitudes toward death have shaped, and in
turn been shaped by, their clinical work. They tell of recovering near-death memories, of questioning their
reliance on traditional medicine, and of feeling the numbing effects of multiple loss with their patients.
 
The AIDS epidemic has become so widespread that every clinician must learn about the disease and the
psychological issues it raises. Hope and Mortality provides an illuminating exploration of these issues and
raises profound questions about the overall aims of psychotherapy. It will instruct and challenge all mental
health professionals, and provide hope and enlightenment to anyone dealing with a life-threatening
condition.
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From reader reviews:

David Lalonde:

This book untitled Hope and Mortality: Psychodynamic Approaches to AIDS and HIV to be one of several
books this best seller in this year, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit on it.
You will easily to buy this book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by using online. The publisher in
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this book in your
Smartphone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this publication from your list.

Mark Giordano:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot
of information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write about
the data about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them is this
Hope and Mortality: Psychodynamic Approaches to AIDS and HIV.

Michelle Jennings:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
has been exactly added. This book Hope and Mortality: Psychodynamic Approaches to AIDS and HIV was
filled regarding science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific research
competence. Some people has various feel when they reading any book. If you know how big good thing
about a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get
book that you just wanted.

James Sanford:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen will need book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
Through the book Hope and Mortality: Psychodynamic Approaches to AIDS and HIV we can get more
advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To get creative person must love to read a book. Just simply
choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with this book
Hope and Mortality: Psychodynamic Approaches to AIDS and HIV. You can more attractive than now.
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