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While enthusiasts of straw bales praise the exceptional energy efficiency of bale buildings, and the wise use
of resources involved in utilizing an agricultural byproduct as an affordable construction material, the real
reason straw bales have excited builders and homeowners nationwide goes beyond energy conservation,
resource recycling, and affordability. People love straw bale homes because they are so often extraordinarily
beautiful and inviting.
In the past two decades, the bale-building renaissance has attracted some of our most gifted architects,
artisan builders, and craftspeople. Certain qualities of straw as a material--and the hands-on process of
constructing walls with a completely natural substance--have appealed to both very experienced builders and
those who find this to be a uniquely accessible form of creating shelter. The characteristic thick walls and
wide windowsills of straw bale houses, the possibility of incorporating curves and even arches, and the
rousing experience of family "wall-raisings" have become well-known. Combined with older styles of
plastering and earthen floors, these very contemporary buildings have a timeless quality that's easy to
recognize yet hard to achieve with conventional manufactured materials.
These are buildings with personality--plus!
Athena and Bill Steen, co-authors of the original Straw Bale House book published by Chelsea Green in
1994, have now created a book that celebrates in gorgeous color photographs the tactile, sensuous beauty of
straw bale dwellings. Their selection of photos also demonstrates how far bale building has come in a very
short period of time: In addition to handsome homes, small and not-so-small, this book shows larger-scale
institutional buildings, including schools, office buildings, the Solar Living Center, and a Save the Children
center in Mexico.
In addition, this book includes an introductory essay by the Steens noting the key lessons they have learned
in years of building with bales: insights into the design and construction process, and critical advice about
design elements that ameliorate the impacts of moisture, weather, and wear-and-tear over time. Each
photograph is also accompanied by narrative text highlighting a given building's special features and
personal touches.
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From reader reviews:

Wilhelmina Kane:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This The Beauty of Straw Bale Homes book is readable by you who hate the perfect
word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving
perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer of The Beauty of Straw Bale Homes
content conveys thinking easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the articles but it just different in the form of it. So , do you even now thinking The Beauty of Straw Bale
Homes is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Michael Hansen:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their skill in
writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to their book. One of them is this The Beauty of
Straw Bale Homes.

Patricia Carter:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get lot of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely yes.
People is human not really a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you have when the
spare time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the book you have read is
definitely The Beauty of Straw Bale Homes.

Annie Hiatt:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This guide The Beauty of Straw Bale Homes was filled concerning science. Spend your
free time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has several feel when they
reading the book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a publication. In
the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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