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Reclaiming T. E. Lawrence from hype and legend, James J. Schneider offers a startling reexamination of this
leader’s critical role in shaping the modern Middle East. Just how did this obscure British junior intelligence
officer, unschooled in the art of war, become “Lawrence of Arabia” and inspire a loosely affiliated cluster of
desert tribes to band together in an all-or-nothing insurgency against their Turkish overlords? The answers
have profound implications for our time as well, as a new generation of revolutionaries pulls pages from
Lawrence’s playbook of irregular warfare.

Blowing up trains and harassing supply lines with dynamite and audacity, Lawrence drove the mighty armies
of the Ottoman Turks to distraction and brought the Arabs to the brink of self-determination. But his success
hinged on more than just innovative tactics: As he immersed himself in Arab culture, Lawrence learned that
a traditional Western-style hierarchical command structure could not work in a tribal system where warriors
lead not only an army but an entire community. Weaving quotations from Lawrence’s own writings with the
histories of his greatest campaigns, Schneider shows how this stranger in a strange land evolved over time
into the model of the self-reflective, enabling leader who eschews glory for himself but instead seeks to
empower his followers. Guerrilla Leader also offers a valuable analysis of Lawrence’s innovative theories of
insurgency and their relevance to the ongoing turmoil in the Middle East.

This exhaustively researched book also provides a detailed account of the Arab revolt, from the stunning
assault on the port city of Aqaba to the bloody, Pyrrhic victory at Tafileh, the only set-piece battle Lawrence
fought during the Great Arab Revolt. Lawrence emerged from the latter experience physically and mentally
drained, incapable of continuing as a military commander, and, Schneider asserts, in the early stages of the
post-traumatic stress disorder that would bedevil him for the rest of his life.  The author then carries the
narrative forward to the final slaughter of the Turks at Tafas and the Arabs’ ultimate victory at Damascus.

With insights into Lawrence’s views on discipline, his fear of failure, and his enduring influence on military
leadership in the twenty-first century, Guerrilla Leader is a bracingly fresh take on one of the great subjects
of the modern era.

Foreward by Pulitzer Prize winner Thomas E. Ricks

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Belinda Timmer:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Guerrilla Leader: T. E. Lawrence and the Arab Revolt.
Try to the actual book Guerrilla Leader: T. E. Lawrence and the Arab Revolt as your pal. It means that it can
to be your friend when you sense alone and beside that course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is
very fortuned for you. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know almost everything
by the book. So , we should make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Susan Padgett:

This Guerrilla Leader: T. E. Lawrence and the Arab Revolt book is not ordinary book, you have after that it
the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is definitely information inside this
publication incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you
will get. This kind of Guerrilla Leader: T. E. Lawrence and the Arab Revolt without we understand teach the
one who examining it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't always be worry Guerrilla Leader:
T. E. Lawrence and the Arab Revolt can bring if you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves'
grow to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even telephone. This Guerrilla Leader: T.
E. Lawrence and the Arab Revolt having good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not truly
feel uninterested in reading.

Homer Holmes:

You can find this Guerrilla Leader: T. E. Lawrence and the Arab Revolt by visit the bookstore or Mall. Only
viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of
this e-book are various. Not only through written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by means
of e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what
their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important
to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Tanya Wilson:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or created from each source that will filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual.
From media social including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story
and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just looking for the Guerrilla Leader: T. E. Lawrence and the Arab Revolt when you needed it?
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