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Richard Soloway offers a compelling and authoritative study of the relationship of the eugenics movement to
the dramatic decline in the birthrate and family size in twentieth-century Britain. Working in a tradition of
hereditarian determinism which held fast to the premise that "like tends to beget like," eugenicists developed
and promoted a theory of biosocial engineering through selective reproduction. Soloway shows that the
appeal of eugenics to the middle and upper classes of British society was closely linked to recurring concerns
about the relentless drop in fertility and the rapid spread of birth control practices from the 1870s to World
War II.

Demography and Degeneration considers how differing scientific and pseudoscientific theories of biological
inheritance became popularized and enmeshed in the prolonged, often contentious national debate about
"race suicide" and "the dwindling family." Demographic statistics demonstrated that birthrates were
declining among the better-educated, most successful classes while they remained high for the poorest, least-
educated portion of the population. For many people steeped in the ideas of social Darwinism, eugenicist
theories made this decline all the more alarming: they feared that falling birthrates among the "better" classes
signfied a racial decline and degeneration that might prevent Britain from successfully negotiating the
myriad competive challenges facing the nation in the twentieth century.

Although the organized eugenics movement remained small and elitist throughout most of its history, this
study demonstrates how pervasive eugenic assumptions were in the middle and upper reaches of British
society, at least until World War II. It also traces the important role of eugenics in the emergence of the
modern family planning movement and the formulation of population policies in the interwar years.
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From reader reviews:

Marlon Taylor:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As it
is known to us that book is very important for us. The book Demography and Degeneration: Eugenics and
the Declining Birthrate in Twentieth-Century Britain seemed to be making you to know about other
information and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The publication
Demography and Degeneration: Eugenics and the Declining Birthrate in Twentieth-Century Britain is not
only giving you far more new information but also to be your friend when you truly feel bored. You can
spend your spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship while using book Demography and
Degeneration: Eugenics and the Declining Birthrate in Twentieth-Century Britain. You never feel lose out
for everything should you read some books.

Arlene Farmer:

This book untitled Demography and Degeneration: Eugenics and the Declining Birthrate in Twentieth-
Century Britain to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, this is because when you read this
book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retailer or you
can order it by way of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this
book, since you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this e-
book from your list.

Louise Suttle:

The actual book Demography and Degeneration: Eugenics and the Declining Birthrate in Twentieth-Century
Britain has a lot of information on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book
was written by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research before write this book. That
book very easy to read you may get the point easily after scanning this book.

Henry Jones:

The reason? Because this Demography and Degeneration: Eugenics and the Declining Birthrate in
Twentieth-Century Britain is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap
that but latter it will zap you with the secret this inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author
who write the book in such wonderful way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining way
but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you
going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have got such as
help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold up having that
book? If I were you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.
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