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This book examines the exercise of power in the Stalinist music world as well as the ways in which
composers and ordinary people responded to it. It presents a comparative inquiry into the relationship
between music and politics in the German Democratic Republic and Poland from the aftermath of World
War II through Stalin’s death in 1953, concluding with the slow process of de-Stalinization in the mid-to
late-1950s. The author explores how the Communist parties in both countries expressed their attitudes to
music of all kinds, and how composers, performers, and audiences cooperated with, resisted, and negotiated
these suggestions and demands.

Based on a deep analysis of the archival and contemporary published sources on state, party, and
professional organizations concerned with musical life, Tompkins argues that music, as a significant part of
cultural production in these countries, played a key role in instituting and maintaining the regimes of East
Central Europe. As part of the Stalinist project to create and control a new socialist identity at the personal as
well as collective level, the ruling parties in East Germany and Poland sought to saturate public space
through the production of music. Politically effective ideas and symbols were introduced that furthered their
attempts to, in the parlance of the day, “engineer the human soul.”

Music also helped the Communist parties establish legitimacy. Extensive state support for musical life
encouraged musical elites and audiences to accept the dominant position and political missions of these
regimes. Party leaders invested considerable resources in the attempt to create an authorized musical
language that would secure and maintain hegemony over the cultural and wider social worlds. The responses
of composers and audiences ran the gamut from enthusiasm to suspicion, but indifference was not an option.
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From reader reviews:

Irene Vaughan:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Composing the Party Line: Music and Politics in Early Cold
War Poland and East Germany (Central european studies). Try to make the book Composing the Party Line:
Music and Politics in Early Cold War Poland and East Germany (Central european studies) as your buddy. It
means that it can being your friend when you feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than ever.
Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know
everything by the book. So , we should make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Kim Marshall:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the headline Composing the
Party Line: Music and Politics in Early Cold War Poland and East Germany (Central european studies)
suitable to you? The particular book was written by well-known writer in this era. The particular book
untitled Composing the Party Line: Music and Politics in Early Cold War Poland and East Germany (Central
european studies)is the main of several books that will everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired
lots of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new age that you ever know prior
to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to be aware of the
core of this book. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you see
the represented of the world with this book.

Robert Spann:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This reserve Composing the Party Line: Music and Politics in Early Cold War Poland and
East Germany (Central european studies) was filled concerning science. Spend your free time to add your
knowledge about your science competence. Some people has various feel when they reading some sort of
book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era
like now, many ways to get book you wanted.

Lucia Stevenson:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source in which filled update of news.
Within this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just



searching for the Composing the Party Line: Music and Politics in Early Cold War Poland and East Germany
(Central european studies) when you needed it?
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