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This book uses evolutionary psychology as a lens to explain religious violence and oppression. The author, a
clinical psychologist, examines religious scriptures, rituals, and canon law, highlighting the many ways in
which our evolutionary legacy has shaped the development of religion and continues to profoundly influence
its expression. The book focuses on the image of God as the dominant male in Judaism, Christianity, and
Islam. This traditional God concept is seen as a reflection of the “dominant ape” paradigm so evident in the
hierarchical social structures of primates, with whom we have a strong genetic connection.

The author describes the main features of male-dominated primate social hierarchies— specifically, the role
of the alpha male as the protector of the group; his sexual dominance and use of violence and oppression to
attain food, females, and territory; in-group altruism vs. out-group hostility (us vs. them); and displays of
dominance and submission to establish roles within the social hierarchy. The parallels between these features
of primate society and human religious rituals and concepts make it clear that religion, especially its
oppressive and violent tendencies, is rooted in the deep evolutionary past.

This incisive analysis goes a long way toward explaining the historic and ongoing violence committed in the
name of religion.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:

Hilda Dumas:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Close
to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book Alpha God: The Psychology of Religious
Violence and Oppression will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence
if you can know about anything. But some of you think which open or reading the book make you bored. It is
not necessarily make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suitable
book with you?

William Fuller:

The book Alpha God: The Psychology of Religious Violence and Oppression can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why must we leave the great thing like a book Alpha God: The
Psychology of Religious Violence and Oppression? Some of you have a different opinion about reserve. But
one aim that book can give many details for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with the
book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you can give for each other; you are able to share all of these.
Book Alpha God: The Psychology of Religious Violence and Oppression has simple shape but you know: it
has great and massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by wide open and read a
publication. So it is very wonderful.

Terrance Bartholomew:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about the data
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of them is
this Alpha God: The Psychology of Religious Violence and Oppression.

Ryan Walker:

You can obtain this Alpha God: The Psychology of Religious Violence and Oppression by check out the
bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties on
your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only through written or printed but additionally can you
enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your mobile phone
and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your e-
book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to



choose suitable ways for you.
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