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In Violent Democratization, Leah Anne Carroll analyzes peasant and rural worker mobilization, as well as
elite reaction, in Colombia's war zones over a period of twenty-five years and across three regions. Due to
Colombia's long history of electoral democracy coinciding with weak state institutions, armed insurgencies,
strong social movements, and violent responses from elites and the state, Carroll presents Colombia as a
clear-cut national case of "violent democratization." Relying primarily on her interviews with leftist and
social movement activists, elected officials, and some elites, as well as on electoral data and archival sources,
Carroll reconstructs the political history of key county governments, providing a detailed account of the
struggles for local power between elites, on the one hand, and rural agriculturalists and workers, on the other.

Carroll analyzes the ways in which the tactics of social movements and elites shifted as national political
trends moved from greater political freedom, rapid decentralization, and peace overtures toward guerrilla
groups characteristic of the 1980s and early 1990s, to the reversal of these trends and the major escalation of
armed conflict and U.S. military aid thereafter. In all three regions, peasant, worker, and neighborhood
movements, aided by leftist elected officials, initially gained significant victories. Their successes provoked
a violent elite counteroffensive against activists, involving both military and elite-supported paramilitary
forces. In response, however, a second wave of activism promoted human rights demands and sought
international support to confront the violence of both the Right and the Left.

Within these commonalities, Carroll's three regional case studies (Uraba, the Middle and Lower Caguan
Valley, and Arauca, producing bananas, coca, and oil, respectively) demonstrate how geographical location
and the unique characteristics of the activist movements and regional elites (plantation owners, oil
companies, cattle ranchers, and the military and paramilitary forces themselves) shaped each movement's
tactics, unity, and success.

"Leah Anne Carroll's Violent Democratization is an extraordinary work of scholarship that makes an
important contribution to the study of recent Colombian politics and raises important theoretical and political
questions that transcend the Colombian case. Carroll's interviews with activists in the three regions she
studies, done in the late 1980s and early 1990s at personal risk to herself, provide a wealth of data and
analysis heretofore unavailable to scholars. Her explanation of the differences she found among the regions
will stimulate debate on crucial questions central to understanding Colombia's contemporary political crisis
and the question of Latin American democratization more generally." --Charles Bergquist, University of
Washington, Seattle

"How can social movements survive and promote progressive change in the face of violent repression? For
anyone interested in answering this question, Leah Carroll's book is an invaluable gift. Solidly grounded in
incredible field research and twenty years of painstaking analysis, Carroll's comparison of regional political
outcomes in Colombia's violent countryside is a major addition to the existing literature that should be read
and studied with care by scholars and activists alike." --Peter Evans, University of California, Berkeley



"This book is a remarkable contribution to theoretical debate and empirical knowledge of societies involved
in long duration conflicts, in a context of undeniable democratization processes. It will enrich the renewed
debate on the crisis of the institutions and political representation in Latin America." --Gonzalo Sanchez
Gomez, IEPRI, Universidad Nacional de Colombia
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From reader reviews:

Jessica Jones:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading habit give you lot
of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if you
want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want sense happy read one
using theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular Violent Democratization: Social
Movements, Elites, and Politics in Colombia's Rural War Zones, 1984-2008 (ND Kellogg Inst Int'l Studies)
is kind of book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Carmen Annunziata:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual
more imaginative. When you reading a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others. When you
read this Violent Democratization: Social Movements, Elites, and Politics in Colombia's Rural War Zones,
1984-2008 (ND Kellogg Inst Int'l Studies), you may tells your family, friends along with soon about yours
reserve. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a guide.

Kenny Crowther:

The publication with title Violent Democratization: Social Movements, Elites, and Politics in Colombia's
Rural War Zones, 1984-2008 (ND Kellogg Inst Int'l Studies) has lot of information that you can understand
it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This book exist new expertise the information that exist in
this book represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the
improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you in new era of the globalization. You can read the
e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Josefina Roundtree:

Violent Democratization: Social Movements, Elites, and Politics in Colombia's Rural War Zones, 1984-2008
(ND Kellogg Inst Int'l Studies) can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We recommend that
straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in words, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to get
every word into joy arrangement in writing Violent Democratization: Social Movements, Elites, and Politics
in Colombia's Rural War Zones, 1984-2008 (ND Kellogg Inst Int'l Studies) however doesn't forget the main
level, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This



great information can certainly drawn you into new stage of crucial considering.
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