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“Kirstin Downey’s lively, substantive and—dare I say—inspiring new biography of Perkins . . . not only
illuminates Perkins’ career but also deepens the known contradictions of Roosevelt’s character.” —Maureen
Corrigan, NPR Fresh Air
 
One of Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s closest friends and the first female secretary of labor, Perkins
capitalized on the president’s political savvy and popularity to enact most of the Depression-era programs
that are today considered essential parts of the country’s social safety network.

Frances Perkins is no longer a household name, yet she was one of the most influential women of the
twentieth century. Based on eight years of research, extensive archival materials, new documents, and
exclusive access to Perkins’s family members and friends, this biography is the first complete portrait of a
devoted public servant with a passionate personal life, a mother who changed the landscape of American
business and society.

Frances Perkins was named Secretary of Labor by Franklin Roosevelt in 1933. As the first female cabinet
secretary, she spearheaded the fight to improve the lives of America’s working people while juggling her
own complex family responsibilities. Perkins’s ideas became the cornerstones of the most important social
welfare and legislation in the nation’s history, including unemployment compensation, child labor laws, and
the forty-hour work week.

Arriving in Washington at the height of the Great Depression, Perkins pushed for massive public works
projects that created millions of jobs for unemployed workers. She breathed life back into the nation’s labor
movement, boosting living standards across the country. As head of the Immigration Service, she fought to
bring European refugees to safety in the United States. Her greatest triumph was creating Social Security.

Written with a wit that echoes Frances Perkins’s own, award-winning journalist Kirstin Downey gives us a
riveting exploration of how and why Perkins slipped into historical oblivion, and restores Perkins to her
proper place in history.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:

Thersa Moss:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming
to you is you don't know which you should start with. This The Woman Behind the New Deal: The Life of
Frances Perkins, FDR'S Secretary of Labor and His Moral Conscience is our recommendation so you keep
up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Christopher Mueller:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline The Woman
Behind the New Deal: The Life of Frances Perkins, FDR'S Secretary of Labor and His Moral Conscience
suitable to you? The actual book was written by popular writer in this era. Typically the book untitled The
Woman Behind the New Deal: The Life of Frances Perkins, FDR'S Secretary of Labor and His Moral
Conscienceis the main one of several books in which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired
many men and women in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new age that you ever know
before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to know the core
of this reserve. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So you can see the
represented of the world in this book.

Thomas Evans:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot
of information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader
with their story as well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they
write about advantage about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or
how to teach your children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try
to improve their ability in writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of them
is this The Woman Behind the New Deal: The Life of Frances Perkins, FDR'S Secretary of Labor and His
Moral Conscience.

Hoa Gilkey:

As we know that book is important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This book The Woman Behind the New Deal: The Life of Frances Perkins, FDR'S Secretary
of Labor and His Moral Conscience was filled concerning science. Spend your time to add your knowledge
about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has several feel when they reading a book. If you



know how big benefit from a book, you can feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like today, many
ways to get book that you wanted.
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