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One of the gravest and most divisive issues confronting the Catholic Church in recent decades – a major
factor in an ongoing institutionalized rupture between Rome and at least half a million traditionalist
Catholics – is the question of whether Vatican II’s Declaration Dignitatis Humanae can be reconciled with
traditional Church doctrine on religious liberty.
    In this spirited exchange of essays on a topic central to our understanding of justice and human rights,
Arnold Guminski and Fr. Brian Harrison debate this difficult question. Guminski argues that DH teaches that
there is (and always has been) a natural right not to be prevented from publicly propagating or manifesting
non-Catholic religions, subject to the exigencies of a just public order, which is to be understood as not
presupposing the truth of natural or any positive religion (including Catholicism), or any supernatural
considerations. Harrison disagrees. In his view, DH nowhere teaches that it is always and everywhere unjust
for civil authorities to presuppose the truth of Roman Catholicism in determining what restrictions a just
public order allows. According to Harrison, the central innovative feature of DH is its clearly implied
prudential policy judgment, or norm of ecclesiastical public law, to the effect that in the modern world – so
very different from the old Christendom – repression of the public propagation or manifestation of non-
Catholic religions as such can no longer be justified by the requirements of the common good. Harrison
argues that precisely because this undeniable reversal of the Church’s previous position belongs in the
category of changeable prudential judgments, it does not constitute a doctrinal rupture with Catholic
tradition. Guminski, on the other hand, contends that the doctrine of DH, properly understood, is inconsistent
with relevant preconciliar doctrine. The latter, in his view, was never proposed definitively – i.e., infallibly.
    Both authors agee to a comprehensive theory of the nature and scope of the Church’s inherent coercive
power as it pertains to liberty in religious matters. They agree that this power is limited to the imposition of
spiritual penalties and temporal penalties, and that the Church’s inherent coercive power nevertheless must
be exercised within the limits of a just public order. 
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From reader reviews:

Antoinette Hogg:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just
watching TV, or even playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that is
look different you can read a new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you
can spent the whole day to reading a guide. The book Religious Freedom: Did Vatican II Contradict
Traditional Catholic Doctrine? A Debate it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended
this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to bring this book
you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price
is not very costly but this book possesses high quality.

Scott Hagen:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy your
small amount of time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more time to be go through.
Religious Freedom: Did Vatican II Contradict Traditional Catholic Doctrine? A Debate can be your answer
since it can be read by you actually who have those short extra time problems.

Shannon Palmer:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you read a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, since book
has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you have
read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you act like you
want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in addition to soon.
The Religious Freedom: Did Vatican II Contradict Traditional Catholic Doctrine? A Debate will give you a
new experience in reading a book.

Eric Green:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but additionally novel and Religious Freedom: Did
Vatican II Contradict Traditional Catholic Doctrine? A Debate or perhaps others sources were given
information for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel want to read more and more.
Science e-book was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to
increase their knowledge. In some other case, beside science guide, any other book likes Religious Freedom:
Did Vatican II Contradict Traditional Catholic Doctrine? A Debate to make your spare time more colorful.
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